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I PRESENT MY TENTH ANNUAL CATALOGUE AND FLORAL GUIDE, FOR 1872, to all my
customers of last year, as a New Year's Gift. I do this to remind them'that, (though the earth is
now locked in the icy bonds of the FROST KING, and his snowy pall covers alike the lawn, the
garden, and the walks, concealing our neatest and most tasteful work, and throwing a mantle
of charity over the weeds that disfigure the garden of the sluggard; yet, in a little while, SPRING,
with all her life and light and loveliness, will appear, and grim WINTER will blush himself out
of her presence. I send it thus early, that you may improve the leisure of winter in studying its
contents and making careful arrangements for the coming season of life and activity, by forming
plans for improvement, and the selection of such Seeds and Bulbs as these plans may require for
their consummation. In making arrangements, allow me to suggest that you undertake no more
than you can do well; for a few flowers or beds well cared for will be a source of great pleasure
while many but half cultivated will be a constant source of pain, and perhaps cause many hard
thoughts and a few unkind words about the innocent person who furnished the Seeds. Not
liking to he thouglit or spoken ill of, I advise all my customers to plan and buy carefully at first,
and increase as time, means and experience may seem to justify.
1 feel great pleasure in sending you the FLORAL GUIDE for 1872, because I think you will
acknowledge that it is not only valuable, giving more real instruction than can be found in any
other work of the kind, but that it is really beautiful, worthy a place in any library or parlor in the
land, and that it will not be out of place in the company of the choicest productions of the book
makers' art. For the purpose of enriching its pages with useful facts, I have traveled extensively,
both in Europe and America, visited the most celebrated gardens and seed-growers in the Old
World, and sown and planted and tested in the New; while to give it beauty, I have availed
myself of the skill of the best artists and paper-makers and printers in the country. To it I have
given my best thoughts by day, and often my dreams by. night, and its rapid growth and increas
ing beauty is a source of pleasure and pride. Ten years ago my Catalogue was small and barely
respectable in appearance, while twenty thousand was considered a very large edition.
Last
year I printed ONE HUNDRED AND NINETY THOUSAND, and have not a good copy left.
The
first edition this year is TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND, while I have made arrangements for a second
edition'of any desired amount. I can, therefore, forward Catalogues to all who may desire them.
Every member of a club is entitled to a copy, but if the name is not forwarded, of course, we
cannot send the Catalogue. Those entitled to copies, therefore, who do not receive them should
inform us of the fact. Catalogues are intended to be sent to every name on our books, but sometimes they miscarry, and occasionally we think they fall into the hands of those who have

regard for the beauty of nature and art than the beauty of honesty.
In all such cases, howe
we will send other copies when informed of the fact.
To those who have not been customers
we charge TEN CENTS, which is not a third of the cost, and but a little more than sufficient to
pay the postage and expense of mailing.
To my nearly two hundred thousand customers and friends, I return most heartfelt thanks
for their continued confidence.
May they all live to enjoy the beauty and fragrance of the
.flowers for many long and happy years, and never droop or fade until they are ripe and ready for
It is so very difficult to convey a correct, or, perhaps, I may be allowed to say, a live idea of
a flower, from words only, that I have given of almost every variety, not only an engraving of
the flower, and of natural size, in all possible cases, but also engravings of the plants, showing
the habits, as far as it is possible to do in so small a space. When to this is added the colored
plates, I think my readers and customers will agree that I have given them the very best oppor
tunity possible to become acquainted with the character of the plants and flowers described.
Every variety of seed I obtain is twice tested before sending out, to prove its vitality, and if
any important per centage fails to grow, it is condemned.
Trial Books are kept and a record
made of the dates of the trials, which can be referred to at any time if complaint should be made
regarding the character of any seeds I send out. This plan makes it certain that all seeds sold by
me will grow if properly treated. In the spring I plant in my TRIAL GROUNDS one or more
papers of every kind of seed I have sold during the season, to test their quality, and a proper record
is made at the time of planting. As they appear in flower, notes are made of any mixtures or other
imperfections. In this way I know exactly the quality of the seeds I sell every season, and also
learn who are the most reliable growers, as well as the best methods of growing seeds as practiced
in my own grounds.
Occasionally a person writes to know if I have certain articles advertised in the Catalogue.
I do not design to offer anything of which I have not a full supply—enough for all demands. To
get from Europe as large a stock of seeds as I need, I have to order very early, and also to publish
my Catalogue before I get full returns. Occasionally the crop of a certain variety partially fails,
and I only get a small quantity, and sometimes the crop is entirely destroyed, so that I can obtain
none. These are the only cases in which I cannot supply everything advertised.
All Seeds Free of Postage. —-1 will send Seeds by mail to any part of the United States,
AT THE PRICES NAMED IN THE CATALOGUE, POSTAGE PAID. This arrangement enables those
who live at the most distant parts of the country to obtain good Seeds as cheaply as those who
reside in our large cities. Such persons will be no longer compelled to purchase poor seeds or
none, but can send their orders with the money, and in a few days the seeds will arrive in good
order at their post office, where they can be obtained without further cost, as every package will
be paid through to its destination.
The only exceptions to this rule are when Grass Seed, and
other heavy and bulky articlesare ordered, or in cases especially noted. All Seeds will also be sent
to other countries FREE OF UNITED STATES POSTAGE in all cases where payment is possible here.
Free by Express. — Large orders will be forwarded to any part of the United States by
Express, FREE. No charge for packages or packing. As I usually prefer, when possible, to
1 send large and costly packages by Express, customers making large orders will please name their
nfearest Express office, and state whether it will be convenient for them to get their packages by
Express. This applies to Seeds, &c., at Catalogue rates only, and not when special prices are
made for large quantities.
Persons often order small packages of seeds sent by Express, C. O.
D., which causes us Express charges two ways, being sometimes more than the amount of the
order. We can send in this way, free of Express charges, usually, only when orders amount to
$10 and upward, yet this is hardly advisable on long and expensive routes, as the extreme West
and South.
How to Send Money.—ALL MONEY MAY BE SENT AT MY RISK AND EXPENSE, if forwarded
according to directions. Post Office Money Orders, to be obtained at many Post Offices, but not
at all, are perfectly safe, and will cost 10 cents. A Draft on New York can be obtained at any
Bank for about 25 cents, and this is sure to come correctly. Large sums may be sent in Green backs, by Express, and these we are sure to get. If you cannot send in either of these ways,
put the money in an envelope, with the order, properly direct it, and have your Post Master
register the letter. For this you will have to place 15 cents in postage stamps on the letter, above

the ordinary postage. The expense of forwarding money in either of these ways I will pay, and
the same may be deducted from the amount forwarded. Small sums—two dollars and less may
be forwarded by mail at my risk, without registering. It is the duty of every Post Master to keep
the necessary blanks for registering letters.
Forward Money with the Order. — In the busy season we have to fill from one to two
thousand orders each day. To make out bills for customers, and mail, charge on our books then
in a few days, receive the money, make the proper credit and send receipt, requires more work
than we can possibly give. Please, therefore, send money with the order, and it will so facilitate
our business that your order shall not remain in our hands twenty-four hours before being filled.
The Safe Arrival of Packages Guaranteed. — I guarantee the safe arrival of the seeds
in good condition in every case. If a package fails to reach a customer, I will send again as
soon as informed of the fact; or if any part is injured or lost, I will replace it. My object is to
supply all my customers with Bulbs without any more expense or risk to them than if I had a store
in their own town. I therefore bear all the risk and all the expense of shipping.
Packages of
Seed and Bulbs do not travel quite as rapidly as letters; so if we write you a letter and it reaches
you before the Seed or Bulbs, wait a little before feeling uneasy.
Letters, also, do not reach
their destination quite as soon as passengers, on account of the delay at the offices where they are
distributed and sent on a new route. Occasionally persons complain that they have not received
their seeds before it was possible they could have reached them; and in a day or two I receive
a line, saying, "Seeds arrived to-day." This causes unnecessary trouble, which a little patience
would save.
Don't Forget Your Name, Post Office or State. —Those who order, will please remem
ber to give their Names, Post Office, County and State, as plainly as possible. Neglect of this
causes us sometimes a great deal of trouble and our friends unnecessary uneasiness.
Often
we have a hundred letters without names on hand at one time. Please be sure the name you
give is the name of your Post Office, and not of your town, or residence, or village.
Correction of Errors.—I take the utmost care in filling orders, always striving to do a little
more for my friends and patrons than justice and fair dealing require. Every order, after being
filled, is carefully examined by an experienced person, to be certain that everything ordered is
sent, and no error made in filling; yet it should be remembered that the seed trade of a year has
to be done in a few months, and, in the rush of business, errors may occasionally occur. In such
cases, I always desire to be informed of the fact, and promise to make such corrections as will be
perfectly satisfactory. An error causes me much more annoyance than the customer; and yet, in
sending away two thousand packages every day, each package containing from ten to a hundred
varieties, errors will occasionally occur after all our care and anxiety to prevent mistakes.

LAYING- OUT GROUND AND IMPROVING HOMES.
As many persons are troubled ts know how to improve their grounds to the best advantage,and as I am entirely unable to fumish the information needed, in the busy season, and can then
only give very meagre and unsatisfactory answers to the many letters asking information on this
subject, I thought a few suggestions at this time might be profitable to my numerous friends.
In the first place, I would remark that the space in front of the house, and generally the sides
exposed to view from the street, should be in grass. No arrangement of beds, or borders of box,
or anything else, will look so neat and tasteful as a well kept piece of grass. It can also be kept
in better order at less cost than in any other way. Mixed beds of flowers or shrubbery in the
most conspicuous part of the garden is always unsatisfactory. Get a good plat of grass, and good
dry, neat walks, and all other things will soon follow with but little trouble. Get the walls and
the carpet of the parlor tasteful, and the room will look neat with very plain furniture, or with
little of any kind. The front garden will look well if its carpet and roads are tasteful with very
little else. There is no object in making a furniture shop of the parlor, or a little nursery of the
home garden.
The very first thing needed in improving ground is to secure good drainage. Have good
drains made to carry off all waste water from the house and surplus water from the soil. These

I
I

can be made of stone, laid in any way that will leave an open and secure place for the water to
pass through, though where drain tile can be obtained they are as good as anything and usually
cheaper
The drains should be from two to three feet deep. Cut a trench as wide as is needed
for convenient working, and as deep as you have determined is necessary, and lay the stone or
tile at the bottom, being careful that the work is well done, for this is the foundation of all
improvement, and the correction of any failure is made only with a good deal of trouble and
expense. This secures a dry soil at all seasons of the year.
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AKED OUT.
take in going from one point to the other.
If the ground to be improved is only a small lot, it can be done best by the spade, and it is
not well to endeavor to do it with the plow. In that case, mark out the walks first. Do this bysetting up little sticks on the line you design for the road, as shown in the engraving, changing
them until you get just the curve that seems graceful and pleasant to the eye. Put a row of
sticks on each side of the road, measuring carefully so as to get the width equal. Next, remove
the earth from the walk to about the depth of eighteen inches, using it to fill up any low places.
The operator is now prepared to pulverize the soil with the spade. Have it done thoroughly,,
sending the spade well down, and completely inverting the soil, but leaving about six inches on
each side of the walk undisturbed for the present, so as not to break the line of the road.
All
stones found in digging should be thrown into the roads, and often sufficient will be obtained to
fill within six or eight inches of the surface; if not, enough can be procured usually without much
difficulty. The stone cutter's yards, the brick yards, and the stone piles in the roads and fields
generally furnish abundant material.
When the walks are filled with this rough material to
within six inches of the surface of the soil, the groun-1 being raked off nice and smooth, dig the
six inches left undug on the edges of the .
- £
walks, being careful to keep the edges true
, - . ... - ,-r v • -jMg- —
and as originally staked out, and then set
/'Sa turf about six inches wide for a border .
to the walk, as shown in the engraving, -—
..
.
being careful to keep the turf as low as
• , '•
the level of the adjoining soil or a little
y.;.
A good deal of this rough work can be " -•
done in the autumn, so as to leave only the finishing up in the spring; but if commenced in the spring, it should be hurried

_
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—
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possible, for grass seed will not start well unless it has the benefit of spring showers.
All
being done as previously advised, sow the grass seed on the well prepared surface, raking ,t
in, and if pretty dry, it is well to roll the soil after sowing.
Sow Red-Top or Blue Grass, or a
preparation of the most desirable grasses for lawns, sold as Lawn Grass, at the rate offour bushe/,
to the acre. In our Lawn Grass we always put a little Sweet Vernal Grass, on account ot'itx
delightful fragrance. If you use Red-Top or Blue Grass, get a little Vernal and use with it, a pound
or two to the acre. Most persons like also a pound or two of White Clover to the acre. I do not
consider it very important what kind of grass is sown. The preparation of the soil and the after
care of the lawn is of far more consequence. If the grass is sown early enough, and the weather
is at all favorable, by the first of July the lawn will look pretty green, and from the middle to ttie
last of July will need cutting, and after that must be cut as often as the little Lawn Mower can g 't

a bite. These Lawn Mowers are a real blessing, for not one in ten thousand can cut a lawn
properly with a scythe, and therefore our lawns, before the introduction of these Mowers, always
looked wretched. I do not consider any of them perfect, but am very glad they are as good as
they are.
It will be strange if a great array of weeds do not appear with the grass, but do not take it for
granted that these weeds came from the grass seed sown, as many have done, because if you
had not sown any grass the weeds would have been just as abundant. The farmer who finds the
weeds among his corn and potatoes never imagines that he planted them with his seed. As soon
as the grass and weeds get high enough to be cut with a scythe or lawn mower, cut close and
evenly, and repeat this operation as often as possible. The weeds will soon disappear.
A few,
perhaps, it may be necessary to remove by hand, but this will not often be the case.
After sowing the grass, finish the walks by covering the rough stones with five
of gravel, as clean as can be procured. It is best
^
to leave the finishing of the road until the last, m
because, even after sowing the grass seed,at rakirtg' f
it in, a quantity of stones will be gathered, and you ;
will need a place to put them and the walk will
need the stones. A section of the road when done
will appear as shown in the engraving, and will
be always dry and free from weeds and grass. If the earth should wash from the et
lawn and cause weeds to start, sow salt -retty thickly along the edges and you will see no weeds
for a season.
In very small places it would, perhaps, be as cheap to sod the whole, instead of sowing grass
seed. Where this is desirable, good turf can be procured from the roadside or pasture, and it
should be well and neatly laid.
In large places the plow can be used instead of the spade, and
with great economy of labor. In that case the whole lot should be well plowed and dragged
before the walks are staked out. After this stake the walks and remove the earth the necessary
depth, using it to level off the low places. There will always be a good deal of work for the
spade and rake, even when the plow and drag have been thoroughly used.
Two great ei
>ne destroying the lawn by
ually made, both by gardeners and
cutting it up with unneces
•
sary walks and flower beds,
the other producing thesame
result by almostliterally cov
ering it with treesand shrub
bery. Grass cannot grow
well among the roots and
under the shadow of trees
and shrubs, and no lawn can
look well cut up in sections
by numerous roads. Most of
the little lawnswe see inthis
country are almost entire
ly destroyed by one or both
of these causes. The main
part of the lawn should be
left unbroken by any tree or
shrub, asa general rule, and
if any tree is admitted it
should be only anoccasional
fine specimen, like a Purple
Beech, or Magnolia, or Cutleaved Birch. The shrub
bery should be in clumps or
groups, in proper places,and |
so thick as to cover all the ground where they ai
The soil under them should be kept culti.
wated and clean like a flower bed. A tree or
in certain appropriate places for shade, is, J

of course, desirable; but plant for the future, not for the present, and always have in view the
size and form and habits of the trees when full grown, andnot their present small size and perhaps
delicate form. Iwill try to make my meaning plain by the engraving on page 5. This plan
shows, perhaps, a very good and convenient design, but is spoiled by
too much and improper planting. If nearly or quite all the trees should
be removed from the center of the lawn, how mnch better it wo
appear. If a walk should be made where the lines are faintly seer
the left of the house, it would be disfigured much more. The only
argument in favor of numerous walks is the fact that they are more
pleasant in wet weather and on dewy mornings and evenings.
To make the subject as plain as possible,Igive some plans for small
grounds that I think will be useful, not that any one, perhaps, will be
disposed to follow either plan, but they may be suggestive, and produc
tive of something better. The first is a small village lot, only fortyfive feet wide, by something like one hundred and fifty deep. The
second about doublethe size, and the thirdof an acreor more. Many will
think that nothing
can be made of so
small a lot as the
first, and yetIthink
the neatest placeI
ever saw in Europe
about this size, and
yet it consisted of a
most perfect lawn,
statuary, vase, the
choicest flowers in
large variety, a few
FIG" "
small shrubs,greenhouse and hot-bed, and every fence was
covered with flowering vines. Of course,
everything was on a small scale, yet choice
and in admirable order. No one can realize
how much can be done on a smallplace until
he tries the experiment. To make the most
of asmall gardeneverything mustbe inperfect
order, and every inchof ground be occupied;
there is no room for rubbish. If a place is
needed for manure or choice mold, for extra
use, a box or something of the kind must be
provided.
Fig. 1 shows a small village garden, such
as Isaw in the neighborhood of London, as
before observed, and which attracted my
special attention. The walk, in the center
of the lot, led directlyto the front door; then
curved, as shown in the engraving, to the
kitchen door, and led directly to the back of
the garden. There were four shrubs in
front, two being Laurels; a large and well
filled vase was placed in the center of each
of the two divisions of the lawn.
The bed
on the side ofthe house was filled with plants
having ornamental foliage. The five beds on
ie right, which screened the garden from the s: set, were occupied with tall growing flowers, the
first being a pretty hedge of the Perennial Pea. The other beds back of these were mostly filled

j with Annuals and Perennials. Directly back of the house we observed a bed of fine Cos Lettuce
and some other vegetables, and at the extreme back of the.garden a little lean-to conservatory,
while opposite to this on the right was a hot-bed or cold-frame.
Fig. 2 shows alot of larger size, with side roadto small carriage house, G, and an open space,
' J, in front,for convenience in moving carriages or any ordinary work. The road is screened
i from the lawn by tall shrubbery. H, a little conservatory or green-house. K, shed for storing
tools, vases, &c., whennot in use. C, vase; D, flower beds ; E, beds for vegetables and flowers';
j /•', F, grass for bleaching, or either may be used for any other household purposes. If thought
! desirable, one of the oblong flower beds may be used for a permanent hedge to screen the back
r part of the garden, say of
^

I

j answer well for this'purpose

screen from the roadthe less
The road, C, leads from ihc ^
jj front door to thebarn. Ido ftj^jggliSgiggj| nor, indeed, any plan, but |.J,j See what there is good as Spgy
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T he great difficulty w ith '
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American gardens is that S
jjj|
they are too large, and not
^ ^
sufficiently cared for. If we
gave the same amount of labor on a quarter of an acre that- we now expend on an acre, the result
would be much more satisfactory.
No one should have more ground in garden than he can
keep in the very highest state of cultivation. It is this kind of excellence that affords pleasure,
while failure or partial success is a source of pain.
It is not only a fault to cultivate too much
ground, but even too many flowers. Some seem anxious to obtain and grow everything.
"^his
is not best, especially where there isnot a good dealof time and moneyto be.deyoted to the work.
A choice selection is best, andIlike every cultivator of flowers to have a pet or hobby. Take,
for instance, the Pansy, and make it a pet. Obtain the choicest seed, and give the plants the
best of care, and you willsee to what wonderful perfection it can be grown. In a few years you
will tire, perhaps,of this. Then adopt the Balsam, or Stock, or Aster. Always have something
choice—something grown better than any one else is growing it—something you have reason to
be proud of. It will astonish you to see how flowers thrive under such petting, and what a
wonderful exhibition they make of their gratitude.
Some persons may think from what we have said in favor of grass in the front of the house
in preference to beds of flowers, that we are no friend of these beautifultreasures—these delightful
children of the field and gardeti, who speak to us in every fragrant breath, and lovely tint,
and graceful form, of Him who spake from naught this matchless beauty. Far from this. A
home without the children of the field, and the flowers of the family, we might, perhaps, enjoy,
but we have never had to endure the trial. I only wish them to be treated in a proper manner.
In the center of thelawn, especially if opposite a window, it is well to make a round or oval bed,
and on the borders or near the edges of the lawn, beds of various graceful forms. A few plans
for these we give.

These beds should be filled with flowers that will keep in bloom during the whole si
and it is best generally to have but one kind in a bed. Phlox Drummondii, Verbena, Portulaca,
and the scarlet Geraniums, are well adapted for this purpose, and occasionally it is well t
introduce the ribbon style as shown in our colored plate.
These beds, it must be remembered,

e for the adornment of the grounds, and they furnish no flowers for the house — no presents for
friends, no boquet for the dining room, or for schools or churches, or the sick room. These we
st have. So. just back of the lawn, make generous beds of flowers that you can cut freely —
Asters, Balsams, Zinnias, Stocks, Mignonette, Sweet Peas, &c. In these beds you can also grow
the Everlasting Flowers for winter use. It is best to make such beds oblong, about four or five
feet in width, so that you can reach half way across, with alleys or paths between.

PLANTS FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES.
Much disappointment often results fi
cious selections, and very desirable flowers are
often condemned as worthless, because they have been used in the wrong place. A good climber
for instance, would be a most beautiful object covering an arbor or fence, while in a bed in the
garden or on the lawn, where the Phlox, or Petunia, or Verbena should have been planted, it
would be simply worthless.
Some inadvertently place tall, free-growing plants in front of their flower beds, where they do
more injury than good by hiding the beauty of their more modest neighbors. As the back ground
of the bed, or as the center of the group, they would have filled their place admirably, but because
out of their proper position they are condemned by those who used them so unfairly. I am so
very anxious to prevent such mistakes that I may say more than necessary on the subject, for in
the body of the Catalogue I have given the height each variety attains when in flower, and now
furnish lists adapted to the various purposes of garden decoration. Other varieties, not mentioned
here, are equally good, as I have space only to name a few.
Flowers for a Constant Brilliant Show.—These will be found in the first department of
the Catalogue, and. are familiar, doubtless, to most of our readers. The Aster, Antirrhinum, Bal
sam, Dianthus, Delphinium, Pansy, Petunia, Phlox Drummondii, Portulaca, Salpiglossis, Stock,
Verbena, Double Zinnia, and other varieties that we have not space to name, should be in every
collection.
Flowers for Masses of Color.— In modern gardening it is quite popular to grow entire
beds of a particular color. The effect is very striking. White flowers are in great demand for
cutting for weddings and for wreathing the pale yet still beautiful forms of the loved and lost.
The following are some of the most desirable plants for growing in masses. A few of the tallervarieties are best for cutting.
Wkite. — Sweet Alyssum, Candytuft, Clarkia, Sweet Pea, Phlox, Stock.
Blue. — Ageratum Mexicanum, Campanula, Eutoca, Gilia achilkefolia, Larkspur, Myosotis
Nemophila insignis, Nigella, Whitlavia grandiflora. Delphinium formosum and Campanula Me
dium are splendid in color, but do not endure through the season.
Shades of Red.—Cacalia coccinea, Dianthus, Linum grandiflorum rubrum, Lychnis, Sweet Pea
Petunia, Phlox, Poppy, Portulaca, Silene, Stock, Zinnia.
Yellow. — Bartonia aurea, Calliopsis, Erysimum, Eschscholtzia, Marigold, Oxyura chrysan
themoides, Portulaca, Sanvitalia, Dwarf Tropaeolum.
For a Summer Hedge. —There are some situations where a low hedge or screen is
useful and ornamental. I don't know of anything that will make a prettier hedge, supported
neat brush, than the Sweet Pea. The Amaranthus makes a fine ornamental hedge;' the foliage

dark, rich, and some varieties two or three colored; A. melancholicus ruber is the best. Delphin
ium cardiopetalum always pleased me for this purpose—about eighteen inches or two feet in height.
Penlla Nankinensis, is a dark mulberry. The Double Zinnia makes a very good background
or hedge. Almost any tall-growing plant may be used for this purpose.
Ornamental-Leaved Plants. — Plants with ornamental leaves are becoming popular in all
parts .of the world. They produce a very fine effect when grown in a group of half a dozen or
more together. For usefulness in this respect, I know of nothing better than the Cannas, RicinUs
Amaranthus, Perilla Nankinensis and the Striped-leaved Japanese Corn. The seed of all these
but the Cannas may be sown in the open ground, and will produce a splendid effect the first
season; or they may be transplanted from the hot-bed. The Canna does best started in heatbut I can furnish strong roots. The Ricinus is the tallest of those named —from four to ten feet
high — and should occupy the center of the group.
In fact, this is the best for common use and
JS unequaled for a temporary screen.
Flowers Desirable for Fragrance.—For fragrance, nothing equals the Mignonette, Sweet
Alyssum, Sweet Pea, Erysimum, Stocks, Pinks, Picotees and Carnation. Nearly all the Lilies
4ire veiy fragrant, and of some of them the perfume is almost over-powering.
Climbing Plants.—These are particularly valuable for covering buildings, fences, etc., and
tor making beautiful what but for them would be very unsightly. For the convenience of cus
tomers I have placed all the climbing plants in a separate department. Nothing will give more
satisfaction than the Annual Climbers, when properly cared for and used in the right place.
Ribbon Beds. — This, is a very pretty style of planting, and very popular in Europe. We
very seldom see any attempt at anything of the kind in America, and the directions in most of the
books are so elaborate they are really discouraging. I will try to give a few simple directions
that I hope will induce some of my readers to try this very pretty method. The j lan is to set
plants of the same height and color in a row, several rows forming the bed. In making these
ribbon beds, (and the name, perhaps it would be well to say, is given on account of the
arrangement of the colors like those in ribbons,) it is only necessary to be careful to set plants of
the proper -height, and those that will keep in flower a long time, because when one variety is
over flowering the effect is spoiled. A very pretty ribbon bed is made by taking different colors
of the same flower, like Phlox Drummondii, Portulaca, Stocks or Asters. With a little care in
studying the descriptions, and a little experience, this work will become easy and pleasant
Those who make the trial for the first time will do well to commence with the different colors of
Phlox Drummondii.

e above plans, I think, will aid materially in obtaining an understanding of the subject,
is a circular bed of any size that may be desired, set with rings of plants of five different colors;
t ose in the outer ring should be quite low, becoming higher toward the center. This arrange
ment of height must be dispensed with in cases where flowers of one species, but separate colors,
alone are used, like Phlox Drummondii. The upper plan shows a section of the same bed.
B is a very pretty, star-shaped bed, planted in somewhat the same manner, with four colers. C
s a square bed with a section of the same, with three colors. D is a border, with four colors, to
>e Six feet or more in width, and suitable for bordering a walk, or extending from a hedge, fence,
>r building.
The COLORED ENGRAVING, USED AS A FRONTISPIECE, shows some very fair designs for
nd of work, and we thought might, perhaps, give a better idea of the subject than plain
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For Baskets. — Abronia, Sweet Alyssum, Fenzlia, Ipomoea, Leptosiphon, (particularly L.
hybrida,) Loasa, Lobelia, Mignonette, Mimulus, Nemophila, Nolano, Thunbergia, Tropaeolum,
Verbena. Those of a pretty strong running habit, like Tropseolum majus, should have the tops
pinched off if they run too far, which will make them dwarf and branching. All the varieties
mentioned above, except the running sorts, are excellent for pots. In addition to the above, the
Ivy and Madeira Vine and Morning Glory are quite suitable.
Garden Vases.—For large garden vases, select a few climbing plants for the edges, and the
Amaranthus or any other ornamental-leaved plants for the center, with a scarlet Geranium.
Water well every evening. Verbenas and Portulaca make fine vase ornaments.
Everlasting Flowers.—This class of flowers are becoming every season more popular. For
winter boquets and floral ornaments, and for decorating during the holidays and other festive
occasions iu the winter, nothing can equal them. They are easily grown and dried. These are
also given in a special department of the Catalogue, with directions for treatment.
Ornamental Grasses are exceedingly useful to work up with the Everlasting Flowers in all
kinds of ornaments. These are in a separate department.
Seeds Producing Flowers the Second Season. — These are mostly perennials, with a
very few biennials. They are excellent for permanent beds or borders, and as they cause but
little trouble after the first planting, and mostly flower early in the season, before annuals bloom,
are very desirable. They will not, however, make a constant show of flowers during the whole
season, like Phlox Drummondii, Petunias and the like, and therefore should never have a promi
nent place in the garden. They are all given in a department of the Catalogue.
Bulbs and Tubers.—A choice collection, adapted for spring planting, will be found in the
last part of the Catalogue. The Gladioli always give the greatest satisfaction.
Vegetables.—In this department will be found the choicest vegetables known, which I have
taken especial pains in growing and selecting from the best seed growers in the world. Every
year I am adding new and superior varieties, and offering the older sorts of superior excellence
and purity. There is still, however, need of great improvement in the growth of vegetable seeds,
and all I can say is, that I do my best to supply my customers with true and pure vegetable seeds.
In a few years I hope to be able to promise more than this.
An occasional failure, however,
shows the necessity of caution.

HINTS ON SOWING SEEDS AND TRANSPLANTING.
I would like all my customers to produce plants from each variety of seed they purchase, and
healthy, strong plants, bearing flowers in the highest possible state of perfection, not only equaling
but exceling the descriptions and drawings I have given. This, however, I do not anticipate.
The skillful florist sometimes fails, for he often has to contend against adverse circumstances, and
is not always victorious. Many of my customers are of limited experience, some just commencing
to love and cultivate flowers, and while a few fail, I often feel surprised and gratified at the vein
general success. My great desire is to give such information as will make success possible to all,
and especially to induce all who fail, to search earnestly for the cause.
With all the care I take
to prevent the possibility of such an occurrence, it is barely possible that a customer may obtain a
variety of seeds that, in consequence of some accident or mistake, will not germinate; but when
failure is in any way general, rest assured the trouble is at home, and search earnestly for the
cause and the care. In this way only can improvement be made.
The purchase of a chest of
medicine would not make a physician of the purchaser, nor would the possession of paints and
brushes and canvass make the owner an artist; nor does the purchase of a few seeds and a garden
trowel constitute the possessor a florist. This requires a love of the work, an inquiring mind that
will search carefully and honestly for the cause of every failure, and perseverance that laughs r
impossibilities. Those who undertake the work with such a disposition will soon gain an experi
that will be invaluable, and render success certain. Those who cry at every failure, '« the

i

m
trouble was with the seeds, for I gave them the best of care," know but little, and are not likely
to improve.
The selection of seeds is a very important matter, and on the wisdom of the choice success may
t a great measure depend. I would advise those who have had but little experience to invest
their money cautiously — get only a few seeds, and those of the more hardy and popular kinds,
such as the Aster, Balsam, Stock, Phlox, Petunia, Ricinus, Diahthus, Zinnia, &c., with a very few of
the more tender kinds, just for trial and to gain a little experience. This advice, I know, will
read strange to many of my older and experienced friends, but these will please remember that one| half of my customers are young persons and ladies with no experience, and I am anxious to encour
age them with a little success rather than to discourage them with a large failure.
My desire to
' spread the love of flowers all over this favored land is far greater than my care to make a few extra
dollars in business. Half-a-dozen flowering plants, well cultivated, will give pleasure, while a
: hundred neglected or improperly treated will be a constant source of pain.
Always be careful to get seeds suited to your wants.
If you wish a climber to cover a
fence or trellis, the Morning Glory, the Madeira Vine and similar strong growing vines will
~nswer the purpose and give good satisfaction; while some of the more tender climbers would
>t be likely to come up if planted in such a situation as this, and if they did happen to grow,
would not cover the place designed for them, and disappointment would be the result. If the
object is a brilliant, showy bed on the lawn, or in the border, the Petunia, Phlox Drummondii,
; Verbena, &c., will meet your wishes; while a bed of Mignonette, or any of the smaller or less
showy flowers, would be entirely out of place. If flowers of taller growth are desired for a striking
bed more in the back-giound, the Zinnia, the French Marigold, the Gladioli, &c., are admirably
i adapted to the purpose, while some very beautiful, low, modest flowers, would be worthless. In
. the descriptions, we have given the height the plants attain, so as to aid, as far as possible, in
a proper selection. This subject is mentioned because I have reason to know that grave errors
are sometimes made, and good flowers condemned merely because they are out of their proper
j
| place. For instance, I have known customers Sow Calceolaria and Cineraria, and other very '
delicate seeds, in the open ground and in soils where a Cabbage would hardly condescend to grow,
rot knowing that they require the most careful treatment in the house, and sometimes tax the skill
-ven of the professional florist.
While I shall faithfully endeavor to do my part well, I desire
°
such information as will enable my customers to meet their part of the responsibility.
It is possible to destroy the best seeds, and some kinds may be destroyed without much trouble.
Indeed, some of the more delicate will only germinate under the most favorable circumstances.
With each kind in the body of the Catalogue, and connected with the description, are very plain
directions for sowing, &c., but I wish my readers to understand a little of, the philosophy of this
subject.
This will be of permanent value, and account for many things that heretofore have
seemed mysterious. I ask attention to the following suggestions, which have been given in my
i Catalogue, substantially, in previous years. I thought to leave them out this time, or give others,
but an intelligent French florist, now of the West, wrote me just as this subject was under con
sideration, " Keep those 'Hints' in your Catalogue until they have been read, and studied, and
adopted by the people." They were also highly prized in Germany, and translated and published
in that country. I only mention these facts as a reason for their re-publication in my Catalogue.
The Soil and its Preparation. — The best soil for most flowers, and especially for young
plants, and for seed-beds, is a mellow loam, containing so much sand that it will not " bake"
after hard showers. If we have not such a soil, we must, of course, use the best we have. A
stiff clay soil can be much improved by a little sand, or ashes and manure, and by pretty constant
working. It must not, however, be handled when too wet. Always drain the flower garden so
that no water will be on or near the surface. Don't try to grow good flowers in a poor soil,
i Always have a little pile of manure in some outer corner. It is as convenient as money in the
purse. Those who keep a cow or horse, will, of course, have manure enough; but those who
have no such opportunity can get a load of sods from some meadow or the sides of the road, lay
them in a pile to rot, and give them a soaking with soap-suds on washing days. When the leaves
fall, get all you can handily and throw them upon the pile, and no one will be able to boast of
better flower-food; in fact, this is the very poetry of manure.
Sowing Seed. -This is a very important matter, and one in which the young florist is the
most likely to fail. Some old and professional florists make sad work here, for knowledge is n
only necessary, but care -and attention. One "forgot" may ruin a whole sowing of the choice

there are some kinds of seeds that are robust and will grow, no matter how
as our weeds grow and thrive under ill treatment, but others require kind
proper treatment, just as almost everything desirable does in the animal as well as in the
vegetable kingdom. The florist must have flowers that are not natural to our climate—those that
flourish in warmer climes and under more genial skies — their dazzling beauty, their delicious
fragrance, must be secured at almost any cost of time and labor. This is well; but having made
up our minds to possess the treasure, we must pay the price — we must study their habits and
treat them accordingly. None need feel alarmed at these remarks, or think themselves incompetent
to the charge of such treasures without hot-beds, green-houses and professional gardeners. This
is not true.
We have known ladies, who, with but little pretensions, equaled the most distin
guished florists.
There seemed to be magic in their fingers, and every thing they touched
flourished. I will endeavor to give some hints on the philosophy of vegetation, that I hope will
be profitable. It is true that a hot-bed, if properly managed, is of great aid in effecting germina
tion of seeds, and it is well all should know why this is so. And here, I will remark, that I hope
every one who has had difficulty in getting their flower seeds to germinate, last season, will have
a hot-bed prepared for spring; or, in the absence of this, a cold-frame.
Causes of Failure.—In the first place, however, we will examine the causes of failure. If
seeds are planted too deep, they either rot in the damp, cold earth, for the want of warmth neces
sary to their germination, or, after germination, perish before the tender shoots can reach the sun
and air; so that that which was designed for their support and nourishment proves their grave.
If the soil is a stiff clay, it is often too cold at the time the seeds are planted to effect their
germination; for it must be understood that warmth and moisture are necessary to the germina
tion of seeds. Neither of these will do alone. Seeds may be kept in a warm, dry room, in dry
sand or earth, and they will not grow. They may be placed in damp earth, and kept in a low
temperature, and they will most likely rot, though some seeds will remain dormant a long time
under these circumstances. But place them in moist earth, in a warm room, and they will com
mence growth at once. Another difficulty with heavy soil is that it becomes hard on the surface,
and this prevents the young plants from " coming up;" or, if, during showery weather, they
happen to get above the surface, they become locked in, and make but little advancement, unless
the cultivator is careful to keep the crust well broken; and in doing this the young plants are
often destroyed. If stiff, the soil where fine seeds are sown should be made mellow, particularly
on the surface, by the addition of sand and light mold.
If seeds are sown in rough, lumpy ground, a portion will be buried under the clods, and will
never grow; and many that start, not finding a fit soil for their tender roots, will perish. A few
may escape these difficulties, and flourish.
All of the foregoing cases show good reason for failure, but there is one cause which is not so
apparent. The soil, we will suppose, is well prepared, fine as it can be made, and of that loamv
or sandy character best fitted for small seeds. We will suppose, too, that the seeds were sown on
the surface, with a little earth sifted over them, and that this was not done until the season was so
far advanced as to furnish the warmth necessary to secure vegetation. Under tliese very favor
many seeds will grow; and if the weather is both warm and showery, very few
will fail.
s is very common at the season of the year when we sow our seeds, we have a
rain storms, many of the more tender kinds will perish. A night's frost will
ruin many more. If, however, the weather should prove warm and without showers, the surface
will become very dry, and the seeds, having so slight a covering, will be dried up and perish as
soon as they germinate, and before the roots attain sufficient size and strength to go down where
the soil is more moist. Of course the finer aud more delicate seeds, and those natural to a mor~
favorable climate, suffer more than those that are more robust.
Hot-Beds and Cold-Frames.—It is to overcome these evils that hot-beds are usefirl
Bv
being protected at the sides and ends with boards, and covered with glass, they confine the mois
ture which arises from the earth, and thus the atmosphere .is kept humid and the surface moist"
and the plants are not subjected to changes of temperature, as a uniform state can be main'
tained, no matter what the weather may be. The bottom heat of the hot-bed warms the soil a 'i
enables the grower to put in his seed early, and obtain plants of good size before the soil ou'tsid
is warm enough to receive the seed. Care, however, is required to prevent scorching the younn
plants. In bnght days, the heat is intense inside the frame, and unless air is freely given or s
course taken to obstruct the rays of the sun, most likely a great portion of the plants will be ruin^f

Some time since, I was called to examine a hot-bed, as the seeds planted did not grow, when I
found they had been all burned up, except a few along the edges that were shaded by the sidesand ends of the frame. When the sun gets pretty warm, give the glass a thin coat of whitewash..
This gives a little shade, and, with some air during the middle of bright days, will make all safe.
The hot-bed is made by forming a pile of horse manure with the straw used for bedding, or leaves,,
some three feet in height. Shake all together, so that straw and manure will be equally mixed..
It may be sunk in the ground a foot or eighteen inches, or made on the surface. On this placeabout five inches of good mellow soil. Then set the frame and keep it closed until fermentation
takes place and the soil is quite warm. It is better to wait a day or two after this, and then sow
the seeds. The principal advantages of a hot-bed can be secured by what is called a cold-frame.
This is simply a hot-bed frame, with sash, as shown in the engraving, placed upon a bed of finemellow earth, in some sheltered place in the garden. By the exclusion of air and the aamission
of sun, the earth becomes warm, and the moisture is confined, as in the hot-bed. After the frame
is secured in its place, a couple of inches of fine earth should be placed inside, and the frame
closed up for a day or two before the seeds are planted. As the cold-frame depends upon the sun
for its warmth, it must not be started as soon as the hot-bed, and in this latitude the latter part ox
April is soon enough. Plants will then be large enough for transplanting to the open ground assoon as danger from frost is over, and, as a general thing, they will be hardier and better able toendure the shock of transplanting, than if grown in a hot-bed. A frame of this kind any one can
manage. Watering occasionally will be necessary; and air must be given on bright, warm daysShade also is necessary. These frames, when so small as to be conveniently moved by the handare called hand-glasses. A simple frame or box, with a couple of lights of glass on the top, will
answer a very good purpose, though when small it would be better to have the front of glass. A
very good hand-glass is made of a square frame, with a light of glass at each side and on the topThese contrivances, though so simple as to be made by any one handy with tools, are exceedinglyuseful, as they prevent the drying of the surface of the ground, and afford the plants shelter from
sudden changes of the temperature, cold storms and frosty nights. The annexed engravings showseveral forms of which they may be made.

BOX HAND-GLASS.

SQUARE HAND-GLASS.

COLD-FRAME.

Seed-Bed.—When these conveniences are not to be had, make a bed of light, mellow soilin a sheltered situation in the garden; and as soon as the weather becomes settled, and the
ground warm,' sow the seeds, covering them with a little fine earth, and if very small sift it upon
them. Some one has given as a rule that seeds should be covered twice the depth of their own
diameter; that is, that a seed one-sixteenth of an inch through should be covered one-eighth of
an inch. Perhaps that is as near correct as any general rule can be. If the weather should prove
dry after sowing, it would be well to cover the beds of very small seeds with damp moss, or what
is better, with evergreen boughs or boards, the boards being elevated a few inches from the bed.
A covering of boards, or almost anything that will afford partial protection from the drying winds
and sun, will answer a good purpose, for it must be remembered that seeds do not require light
for their germination, and grow quite as well in the dark until they are above the ground. The
covering should be removed as soon as the plants are above the soil, or they will become weak
and pale. Of course, it is designed that plants from the hot-bed, cold-frame and seed-bed shall be
transplanted to the border or beds where they are to flower, and these helps are intended mainly
for Tender and Half-Hardy Annu&ls, described in an article on the Classification of flowers, on
another page. The Hardy Annuals may be sown where they are to flower, though, with the
exception of a few varieties difficult to transplant, it is best to sow all in the seed-bed. Some
persons succeed very well by starting seeds in the house windows in flower pots. A much better
plan is to use shallow boxes, because the earth in small pots becomes dry very rapidly, and unless
constant attention is given to watering, the plants will be partially or entirely ruined.

Sowing Seeds in the South. —All seeds of hardy and half-hardy Annuals, and Peren
nials, and, in fact, nearly all flower seeds can be sown in the South in the autumn The plants
are thus enabled to make vigorous growth in the early spring, and become well matured before
the heat of summer.
The Perennials should be sown so early as to make a fair growth before
winter sets in. Then they will flower the next summer. The Hardy Annuals generally do best
sown rather late, so that the seed will remain in the ground and be ready to start at the first
approach of spring.
Transplanting.—After plants in the seed-beds have obtained their second leaves and made
an inch or two of growth, they should be removed to the garden beds or border. This should be
done on a dull, showery day, if possible; if not, the plants may require shading after removal
until they become established. In transplanting in dry weather, always give the plants as they
stand in the seed-bed a good soaking with water, and also the soil to which they are to be
removed, an hour or so before removal. In removing, disturb the roots an little as possible. If the
plants are not too thick, there is no need of injuring the roots; and in sowing, it is well to have
t is in view, and sow evenly and thinly. As soon as the young plants come up, if too thick, a
portion should be removed. A few plants, with long tap-roots, will not bear removal well. The
Larkspurs are difficult; and these and the Poppies, and plants with like roots, should be sown
where they are to flower. Still, there are few plants but can be removed when young, with proper
care. Sweet Peas, Candytuft, and a few flowers of similar character, that do best if sown early
as the ground can be got ready, should always be sown where they are to flower.
I have endeavored to make this matter as plain as possible, because I am extremely anxious
t at all my customers should succeed, and not be cheated out of the reward of their labor through
any mismanagement. Where more specific directions seem necessary, they will be found in the
remarks accompanying the description of each variety in the body of the Catalogue. Those of
ong experience, to whom all this seems like a very simple and thrice-told tale, will, I know, be
pleased to endure the infliction for the general good.

IN almost every neighborhood there are some persons of taste, who cultivate flowers to the
liest of their ability and to the extent of their means. These may easily club together and send
their orders in one letter, and thus avail themselves of the deductions I make on large orders,
There are few persons who, with a little effort, could not obtain the orders of half a dozen neigh
bors by simply exhibiting the Catalogue, which will be sent free to all who desire it for this
work. For the purpose of encouraging the formation of such clubs, and as a slight compen
sation for the effort, I make the following liberal offer:
Persons sending $1 may select seegls at Catalogue prices amounting to
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and a Floral Guide for every member of the Club.
These will be put up together and sent to one address, or in separate packages and mailed to
the address of each individual forming the club, as may be desired. In all cases the postage will
be prepaid. The same deduction will, of course, be made to any one person ordering for himself
alone. It must always be understood, however, that this discount is allowed only on Flower
and Vegetable Seeds by the packet, and not on seeds by the ounce or pound, npr on
Bulbs; nor can we pay this discount in Bulbs, or seeds by the pound. Otherwise, in many
cases it would bring the price far below cost.

CLASSIFICATION OF FLOWERS.

COLLECTIONS.

THE flowers usually grown from seeds are HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS, BIENNIALS, and AN
NUALS. Shrubs and trees are obtained at the nurseries.
HARDY BULBS, like Tulips, Crocuses, and Hyacinths, should be planted in the autumn
TENDER or SUMMER BULBS, like the Gladiolus, Tuberose, and tiger Flower, must be set out in
the spring.

I have put up separate collections of the choicest seeds in neat envelopes, and these are very
desirable to those who may wish a complete assortment of any particular class of flowers.
A FINE COLLECTION OF ASTERS, embracing most of the best sorts,
$1 00
"
"
BALSAMS,
"
«
"
50
"
"
DIANTHUS, «
«
«
1 00
"
"
COCKSCOMBS, embracing six best varieties,
50
"
"
PANSIES, choice fancy colors
,?1 00 and 2 00
"
"
PHLOX DRUMMONDII, most brilliant sorts
1 00
"
"
TEN-WEEKS STOCK, most superb lot, best sorts. ... 1 00
"
"
EVERLASTING FLOWERS, most desirable sorts, .... 1 00
"
"
ORNAMENTAL GRASSES, the best and most beautiful,
packages at 60 cents, or
1 00
Selection of Varieties.—Some prefer to leave the selection of varieties to me; and in cases
where purchasers are entirely unacquainted with the different varieties of flowers, this may be the
better plan. Those who do so, should state what they have already, if any; for, unless informed
of this fact, in some cases articles may be forwarded that are not needed. Those who are com
mencing the cultivation of flowers will find the collections named below suited to their wants, as
they contain rtothing but what is desirable, in fact, the most useful kinds for the beginner—showy,
and easy of culture. It will be better generally, however, for those ordering, to study the descrip
tions in the Catalogue, and make up their minds which varieties they prefer. This will be a little
trouble, but the information gained will be valuable. You can accomplish little in the world of
flowers without trouble, but this labor soon becomes a pleasure.
No. 1. COLLECTION OF FINE ANNUALS
JIL 00

HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS are plants which die down to the ground every autumn, but the
roots continue to live, and new branches and flower stems are thrown up for many years. Some
continue indefinitely, but others die after three or four years, like the Sweet William; but if the
roots are divided every year, they will continue to live and increase. These are called Imperfect
Perennials.
ANNUALS flower the first season, perfect their seeds, and then die. Some varieties that are
grown as Annuals in a northern climate, are either perennials or biennials in their southern home,
where there are no severe frosts. As Annuals flower in a few weeks or months after being)
planted, and can be depended upon for a brilliant show, they have always been deservedly popu
lar, and each year marks a great improvement in our list of Annuals. With a proper arrangemen t
a continuous bloom may be kept up from early in June until frost.
Annuals are classed hardy, half-hardy, and tender. Hardy annuals are those that, like the
Larkspur, Candytuft, etc., may be sown in the autumn or very early in the spring, in the open
ground. The half-hardy varieties will not endure frost, and should not be sown in the open
ground until danger from frost is over. The Balsam and the Marigolds belong to this class
The tender annuals generally require starting in a green-house or hot-bed to bring them to per
fection, and should not be set in the open ground until the weather is quite warm. The Cypress
Vine and the Sensitive Plant belong to this class ; but, fortunately, very few of our fine annuals
Some of them do tolerably well if sown in the open ground the latter part of May, but very great
success is not to be expected in this way. It must be admitted, however, that these distinctions
are not well defined, and it is difficult to say where some kinds belong.

No. 1 consists of about thirteen of the most hardy and popular Annuals; No. 2 about twentyvarieties of hardy' popular Annuals, and a few varieties that require a little more care in their
culture; No. 3 is composed of about twenty varieties of Annuals, and twelve of the best Biennials
and Perennials; No. 4 contains about twenty-five varieties of Annuals, and about the same num
ber of Perennials. Some of the varieties in Nos. 1 and 2 will be found in-Nos. 3 and 4, so that
persons ordering two numbers will have a repetition of some kinds.
Collections of Vegetables. — Hundreds of my customers prefer leaving the selection of"
Vegetables to me, and at a time when, in consequence of the press of business, I cannot give the
time needed for a judicious choice. I have, therefore, taken a leisure time to make careful selec
tions, and will have them put up in readiness for those who may desire. I have no doubt they
will prove in every way satisfactory.
No. 1. COMPLETE COLLECTION OF VEGETABLES for small family garden,
. <S3 00
. 6 00
for large family garden,
. 10 00
The premiums offered to Clubs, before mentioned, are contained in the above Collections.

USEFUL TABLES.
Plants upon an Acre of Ground.
Distances apart.
No. of Plants. , Distances apart.
No. of Plants.
6 inches by 6 inches,
174,240
3 feet by 3 feet,
4,840
1 foot by 1 foot,43,560
4 "
4 " ....
OV DO
1* "
H "
19,360
5
5 "
1,742
2 feet by 1 foot,
21,780
6 «
6 "
1,2102 "
2 feet,
10,890
8 "
8 " . . .
680
3 "
2 "
7,260 I 10 "
10 "
435Quantity of Seed usually sown upon one Acre.
About.
Dwarf Beans, in drills, . . . . 1 to l£ bush. Spinach, in drills,
8 to 10 lbs.
Pole Beans, in hills,
8 to 12 qts. Salsify, in drills,
« to 8 "
Early Peas, in drills,
1| bush. Sweet Com, (for soiling, j . . . . 2 to 3 bush.
Marrowfat Peas, in drills,
4 "
Chinese Sugar Cane, .
. . . 10 to 12 qts.
Com, in hills,
8 qts. Broom Com, in hills,
10 to 12 "
Beet, in drills,
4 to 5 lbs. White Clover, alone,
12 to 15 lbs.
Blue Grass, alone, (for lawn,) '. . . .56 "
Cucumber, in drills,
Rye Grass, alone,
2 bush.
Onion, in drills, . .
Orchard Grass,
2 to 3 "
Parsnip, in drills, .
Mixed Lawn Grass,
4 ««
Radish, in drills, .
Red Top Grass, alone,, (for lawn;) . . 4 <«
Seed required for a given number of Plants, &c.
, Asparagus will produce about
qqq piants
Brocoli, Cabbage, Cauliflower, Egg Plant, Kale, Tomato, Leek, or Pepper, . 3,000 " S
Celery, Endive, or Lettuce, will produce about
' 6 000 "
Okra, or Spinach may be allotted for every
jqq peet Qf row
Beet, Onions, Radish, or Salsify, may be allotted for every
175 «
„
Carrot, Parsley, Parsnip, or Turnip, may be allotted for every
200 "
"
Cucumber
is sufficient for
r-,
:
150 hills.
Musk Melon is sufficient for
. 100 to 125
Water Melon is sufficient for
Pumpkin, or Squash is sufficient for
40 to 80
1 qt. Field Pumpkin is sufficient for
to QQQ
" Dwarf or Bush Beans is sufficient for
200 feet of'row, or 300 "
" Pole Beans is sufficient for .
Peas is sufficient for .

s DEPARTMENT is included every variety of seeds producing plants that flower the
same season the seeds are sown. It embraces, of course, all the ANNUALS, and a few others, like
the Verbena, Pansy, Dianthus, &c., which, though Biennials or Perennials, flower the first season.
For our best and gayest flowers we are dependent mainly upon this Department, and to it we are ,
especially indebted for a brilliant and constant show late in the season. Without the Asters and
Stocks, and Portulacas, and the Phlox, our summer and autumn gardens would be Door indeed.
ABRONTIA, Nat. Ord. Nyctaginacea.
pkt. cts.
Handsome trailing plants, with several branches, each five or six feet in length, bearing
clusters of sweet-scented flowers, resembling the Verbena both in flower and habit of plant,
and continuing in bloom during the whole season. Fine for baskets, and desirable in the
garden. Set the plants eighteen inches apart. Sow the seed under glass, if possible, and
separate the little seed from the rough husk before sowing, as it sometimes causes the seed
to rot. Treat as half-hardy annuals. Water the plants thoroughly in dry weather.
Abronia umbellata, rosy lilac; white eye, (engraving, p. 18,)
10
fragrans, white,
25
ADONIS, Nat. Ord. Ranunculacea.
A class of plants not very much cultivated. The flowers are -very brilliant, but not
numerous; bloom for a long time; foliage pretty. Set eight inches apart. The following
are hardy annuals. (Engraving, p. 19.)
Adonis aestivalis, summer; scarlet; 1 foot
autumnalis, autumn; blood red; 1 foot,
AGERATUM, Nat. Ord. Composite.
Valuable hardy annuals for beds or borders, but most useful for cutting; continue in
bloom the whole summer, and. do well in almost any soil; flowers small, in clusters. Good
winter flowers in the house. Cover seed very slightly. Set six inches apart. (Eng.p.18.)
Ageratum conspicuum, white and blue; about 18 inches high; fine,
Mexicanum, blue;
2

5
5

;

AGERATUM — Continued.
pkt.cts.
Ageratum Mexicanum nanum, blue; dwarf,
5Mexicanum albiflorum, white-flowered; fine; 1 foot,
5
Mexicanum albiflorum nanum, very fine dwarf white; 6 inches,
&
caelestinum (Phalacraea) Tom Thumb, light blue; about 8 inches in height, and
of compact habit; abundant bloomer; fragrant,
6AGROSTEMMA, (Vlscaria,) Nat. Ord. Silenacea.
Very pretty, free-blooming hardy annuals, making a pretty bed, and fine for cutting.
Flowers like a small, single pink, on long, slender stems; about twelve inches high. Bear
transplanting well, and should be set five or six inches apart. (Engraving, p. 19.)
Agrostemma, New Scarlet, bright,
Caeli Rosa, fine deep rose color
elegans picta, center of the flower dark crimson, gradually merging into a bright
scarlet; pure white margin; new,
cardinalis, new, bright red,

10
lO

ALONSOA, Nat. Ord. Scrophulariacetr.
Rather attractive tender perennials, but may be treated as half-hardy or tender annuals.
Seeds sown in a hot-bed will produce flowers during the late summer and autumn months.
Removed to the house, they bloom well during the winter. (Engraving, p. 20.)
Alonsoa Warszewiczii, flowers small, bright scarlet, forming a very pretty spike; about
18 inches high; set plants 8 or 10 inches apart,
grandiflora, large-flowered; scarlet; 2 feet,

5
5

ALYSSUM, Nat. Ord. Crucifera.
Very free-flowering plants, useful.for beds, edgings, etc., blooming the whole summer;
should be set four inches apart, and then they will form a mass of flowers; fine for
boquets.
The " Sweet Alyssum" is as fragrant as Mignonette; flowers pure white. Seed may be sown
in the open ground early in the spring or autumn. The little black flea that destroy:}
and cucumbers in the seed-leaf, will often eat up whole beds of Alyssum just as they apj
(Engraving, p. 20.)
f Alyssum. Sweet, hardy annual; flowers small and sweet, in clustenrj 6 inches, . .
Wierczbecki, hardy perennial; flowers yellow; blooms first season; 1. foot, .

Id
5-

AMARANTHUS, Nat. Ord. Amarantacece.
pkt. cts.
Half-hardy annuals, with finely colored foliage. Useful in many situations, as the back
ground of a flower border, or for making an ornamental hedge or a bed on the lawn. In a
rich soil, where the plants make a vigorous growth, the leaves of the first four varieties some
times lose their bright colors. They are always the most brilliant in a poor soil and dry season.
Amaranthus bicolor, crimson and green variegated foliage; 2 feet,
5
bicolor ruber, a very fine new bedding plant, the lower half of the leaf a fiery red
scarlet, the upper half maroon, sometimes tipped with yellow.
The plants are
not always true to color, especially when grown in a rich soil, but when true
are unsurpassed by any ornamental leaved plant,
15
tricolor, red, yellow and green foliage: 2 feet,
5
speciosissimus, carmine and yellow foliage; 2 feet,
6
melancholicus ruber, of compact habit, with striking blood red foliage; 18 inches, 6
caudatus, (Love Lies Bleeding,) long drooping "chains" of flowers; very pretty
for decorating,
5
cruentus, (Princes'Feather,) flowers similar to above, but in erect masses, . . .
5
AMBLYOLEPIS, Nat. Ord. Composite.
Amblyolepis setigera, a spreading plant, good foliage, showy, hardy annual, from the East
Indies, growing well with ordinary care; bright yellow. Set about a foot apart. (En
graving, p. 20.) .
10
ANAGALLIS, Nat. Ord. Primulacea.
A genus of plants very desirable for small beds, edgings, baskets, &c., growing about six
inches high. When planted in a bed thickly, they cover the ground with a constant profu
sion of rich flowers. Sow under glass, and when treated as bedding plants they always giva
satisfaction. Set six inches apart. (Engraving, p. 21.)
Anagallis grandiflora Napoleon III, rich maroon color; new,
Eugenie, fine, velvety blue,
sanguinea, showy, bright red: new, fine,
superba, red, blue, scarlet, lilac, separate or mixed, each packet,
Garibaldi, crimson; exceedingly beautiful; new,
Memoria dell' Etna, bright red; fine; new,

ANTIRRHINUM, (Snapdragon,) Nat. Ord. Scrophulariacece.
pkt. cts..
Very showy and hardy perennials, always flowering well the first, summer, and until after
hard frosts. Sometimes the plants suffer in winter, especially when permitted to exhaust
themselves by excessive flowering, but they generally flower well the second season, and
sometimes the third. When it is desired to keep the plants for flowering the second or third
season, never allow seed to form; and if one half the plant is cut down to near the surface of
the ground about the middle of summer, new vigorous shoots will be produced for the next
season's flowering. They exhibit a fine variety of colors and are exceedingly brilliant. Sow
either in the frame or garden, early in spring. Easily transplanted. Set six to nine inches
apart. The Antirrhinum is gold to the florist. (Engraving, p. 21.)
Antirrhinum majus Brilliant, fine scarlet and yellow, with white throat; very showy, .
5
Firefly, orange and scarlet, with white throat,
5
Galathe, crimson, throat white, large,
6
Purple and White, fine,
5
Delila, fine carmine, throat white,
5
White-flowered, white; not showy, but good for variety,
6
papillionaceum, blood red, throat pure white; very fine
5
caryophylloides, irregularly striped, some specimens very pretty,
5
Striped Dwarf, six inches high,
5
Tom Thumb, compact; flower stems six to eight inches,
10
Best and brightest varieties mixed,
5
ARGEMONE, Nat. Ord. Pafaveracece.
Curious, free-flowering, hardy annuals, with large, bright, Poppy-like flowers. The leaves
are armed with prickles, and resemble those of the Thistle. More than two feet high, and
makes a very pretty summer screen or hedge. Plant twelve inches apart. (Engraving, p. 22.)
Argemone grandiflora, white petals, yellow stamens; about four inches in diameter; fine,
Mexicana, flowers bright yellow,
speciosa, showy,
Hunnemanni, carmine and yellow

5
5
5

ASPERULA, Nat. Ord. Stellate?.
Asperula azurea setosa, a profuse blooming hardy annual from the Caucasian Mountains,
. of dwarf, compact habit, and covered with clusters of very small, light blue, sweetscented flowers. (Engraving, p. 22.)
10
ASTER, Nat. Ord. Composite.
The Aster is a universal favorite, and has steadily increased in popularity for half a
century. The quality of the flower has also kept pace with its increasing popularity, until it
has become almost as large as a Paeony and as perfectly double as the best Chrysanthemum
or Dahlia. Perhaps I can safely say that for an autumn display it has no successful rival *
among the Annuals. In England, Holland, and Germany, last season, I saw it in almost
every cottage and palace garden, while it served to illume the sad battle-fields of France.
Give the Aster a deep, rich soil, and mulching with coarse manure is very beneficial. Plants
may be grown in the hot-bed, cold-frame, or a seed-bed in the garden. They can be trans
planted very easily. Twelve inches apart is the proper distance for making a showy bed of
the large varieties; the dwarf kinds may be set six inches or less. The tall, large-flowered
varieties need a little support, or during storms of rain and wind they are easily blown down
when in blossom. Set a stick in the ground, close to the roots, and fasten the stem to it at
about the center. The top of the stake should be about six inches below the flowers, and it
will nob be seen. We give engravings illustrating the habits of several varieties. The follow
ing are the best known:
Aster, Truffaut's Paeony-flowered Perfection, very large, beautiful flowers, petals long,
a little reflexed; one of the best; 20 inches to 2 feet in height; mixed colors;
(fig. 1, p. 23,)
15
Truffaut's Paeony-flowered Perfection, twelve separate colors, each color, . . 20
La Superbe, magnificent, large flowers, often more than four inches in diameter;
20 inches in height; three colors mixed,
La Superbe, three separate colors—rose, sky blue and white—each color,
New Rose, a magnificent class, between Truffaufs Perfection and Large-flowered
Imbrique, about 2 feet in height, very robust, with large flowers and double to the
center, the outer petals finely imbricated and of great substance. Several excel
lent colors mixed; (fig 8, p. -23,)

ASTKR — Continued.
pkt.
er, New Rose, eight separate colors, such as white, crimson, violet, &c. The white
is splendid; each color,
Tall Chrysanthemum-flowered, fine, large flowers; a magnificent plant; 18
inches in height,
Imbrique Pompon, very perfect, almost a globe, and beautifully imbricated; 18
inches; mixed colors; (fig. 3, p. 23,)
Imbrique Pompon, twelve separate colors, white, blue, crimson, &c„ each color, '
Cocardeau, or New Crown, a fine flower, very double, the central petals being of
a very pure white, sometimes small and quilled, surrounded with large flat petals
of a bright color, as crimson, violet, scarlet, etc. This is a very fine variety, but
inclined to sport, and sometimes loses its distinctive characteristics; 18 inches.
(Fig. 5, p. 23.)
Cocardeau, or New Crown, carmine, violet, blue, deep scarlet, violet-brown, etc.,
each with white center; each variety,
New Peony-flowered Globe, a new and very fine'variety, and the earliest of the
Asters at least two weeks earlier than Truffnut's Pccony-flmoered ; flowers very
large; plant branching and strong; does not require tying
Pyramidal-flowered German, late, branching, good habit, needs no tying
New Giant Emperor, very large flowers, but not numerous; mixed colors,
New Victoria, flowers large, habit pyramidal, nearly two feet high, flowem freelymixed colors; (fig. 7, p. 23,)
'
Giant Paeony, Brilliant Rose, a hybrid between' Giant Emperor and' Truffaut
Ptemyflowered Perfection; the flowers as large as Giant Emperor, and

)'

BALSAM — Continued.
pjjt
Utile growth Set the plants ten or twelve inches apart, and when the side branches appear,'
pinch off all but three or four, and pinch out the center shoot. Those left will then grow
strong, and the flowers will not be concealed by the foliage, as is the case when the plant is
left unpruned. A very good way is to keep all the side shoots pinched off, leaving only the
ea mg one. This will grow two or three feet in height, and be a perfect wreath of flowers.
Treated in this way, they will bear close planting. The engravings, page 24, show the effect
of this style of pruning. Fig. 1, Dwarf Balsam; fig. 2, plant of natural growth; fig. 3, plant
pruned to one branch; fig. 4, pruned to three branches; fig. 5, plant with five branches;
fig. 6, flowering branches reduced; fig. 7, flower natural size. The Extra Dwarf Balsams
grow only about six inches in height, while the tall varieties often reach nearly three feet in a
rich soil. With the choicest seed the Balsam occasionally insists on giving only semidouble flowers.

ASTER — Continued.
pkt, cts
Aster, New Chrysanthemum-flowered Dwarf, a most desirable class, about one foot in
height, with large, perfect flowers; a free bloomer; late, and desirable on this
a c c o u n t , a s w e l l a sf o r i t s g r e a t b e a u t y ; m i x e d c o l o r s ; ( f i g . 2 , p . 2 3 . ) . . . .
10
Chrysanthemum-flowered Dwarf, Snowy White. This is a very superb snow
white variety, changing from white to azure blue as the flowers become old;
every flower usually perfect,
15
Early-flowering Dwarf Chrysanthemum, about one foot or more in height.
Flowers large, perfect, and most abundant; mixed colors,
15
Newest, Dwarf Bouquet. Each plant looks like a little boquet of flowers set in
the ground; fine for edging or filling small beds. Set plants five inches apart.
About a dozen different colors mixed; (fig. 9, p. 23,)
20
Dwarf Pyramidal Bouquet, 10 inches high; abundance of flowers; very early, 15
Dwarf Pyramidal Bouquet, Blood Red, a novelty of 1870, which has proved
quite distinct and true. Very brilliant in color, free blooming, and pretty uniform
inhabit. Excellent for the outside row of a bed or border; (fig. 10, p. 23,) . .
20
Hedge-Hog, or Needle, petals long, quilled, and sharply pointed; very curious
and fine; 2 feet; mixed colors; (fig. 4, p. 23,)
Original Chinese, plant tall; flowers large and loose; distinct in appearance and
of bright colors; (fig. 6, p. 23.)
jq,
BALSAM, (Impatiens,) Nat. Ord. Balsaminacece.
One of the most popular and the most beautiful of our half-hardy annuals, but a rich soil
and good culture are needed to bring it to perfection. With good care, very few flowers will
afford more satisfaction. Sow it} a frame or in a sheltered bed in the garden in the spring,
00 the weather is rather warm.
Transplant when the second leaves have made a

Balsam, Camellia-flowered, French; very double and perfect in form; mixed colors, .
Camellia-flowered, French, ten colors; each in separate package, each color, . .
Camellia-flowered Spotted, German; very double; the choicest; all spotted with
white; mixed colors,
Rose-flowered, French; perfectly double; choicest colors mixed,
' !
Rose-flowered, French ; ten colors, each in separate package, each color, ....
Dwarf Camellia-flowered Spotted, German; very fine; 8 or 10 inches in height;
this and the next make a splendid border, or outside row of a bed filled with
taller growing varieties of the Balsam or other flowers,
Extra Double Dwarf, very double; 6 inches,
Half Dwarf, 18 inches in height; very desirable,
Carnation, fine double flowqs, striped like a Carnation, ...
Solferino, white ground, with narrow broken stripes and fine spots of red, . . ! !
Common Double, usually double and fine, but occasionally, without apparent
cause, only semi-double. In large packages for common use,

-

BARTONIA, Nat. Ord. Loasacece.
Bartonia aurea, a very showy half-hardy annual, with gray branches and Thistle-like
leaves; flowers very brilliant yellow; will not bear transplanting very well, apd
re usually sow the seed where .it is to bloom, thipning the plants out so that they
L
stand
s or eight inches apart,
ind about six

c

1
2
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]
2
1
1
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2
2
1

CALENDULA, (Marigold,) Nat. Ord. Composite.
A coarse, free-flowering, showy, hardy class of annuals, known as the Cape or Pot Mari
gold. (Engraving, p. 26.)
Calendula officinalis Le Proust, i
ranunculoides, double,

BRACHYCOME, Nat. Ord. Composite.
pkt. c
Very pretty plants, bushy in habit, eight or ten inches in height, and well fitted for edgings
or borders, as they flower profusely and keep in bloom a long time. Flowers resemble the
Cineraria. Plant close — six or eight inches apart.
Brachycome iberidifolia, (Swan River Daisy,) blue and white, separate or mixed, .

CALLIOPSIS, Nat. Ord. Composite.
A very useful and showy class of hardy annuals of almost every shade of yellow, orange
and rich brown, finely marked; two feet and more in height; appear best when grown in a
mass. The dwarf class are only a foot in height, and are veiy desirable.
Calliopsis coronata, yellow disk, encircled with crimson spots; very fine,
Drummondii, yellow, crimson center,
bicolor, yellow, crimson center
bicolor nigra speciosa, rich velvety crimson
bicolor nana purpurea, dwarf, dark purplish,
bicolor nana marmorata, dwarf, reddish-brown, marbled with yellow,
cardaminifolia hybrida, yellow, habit compact, blooms profusely the whole season,
cardaminifolia hybrida atrosanguinea, same habit as above, but rich dark bloom,'
tinctoria, quilled; very singular,
tinctoria marmorata, beautifully mottled
' '
Burridgi, (Cosmidium Burridgeanum,) the most beautiful and distinct of the family;
flowers with a rich crimson bronze center, and orange yellow border
Mixed colors of every shade,

BROWALLIA, Nat. Ord. Scrophulariacece.
Very fine free-flowering half-hardy annuals, mostly from S. America. Flowers beautiful
and striking. Grow freely. About 18 inches in height, and should be set about a foot apart.
(Engraving, p. 25.)
Browallia Cerviakowski, blue, with white center,
elata alba, white,
elata grandiflora, fine blue,
CACALIA, Nat. Ord. Composite.
Half-hardy annuals, with small, tassel-like flowers, exceedingly useful for cutting. Some
times called Flora's Paint Brush. Flowers in clusters, on slender stalks. About eighteen
inches in height. Should be set six or eight inches apart.
Cacalia coccinea, scarlet,
coccinea flore-luteo, yellow, . . .
*
CALANDRINIA, Nat. Ord. Portulacacece.
Fine, free-flowering plants. It is best to treat most of the varieties as half-hardy annuals,
though some of them are quite hardy.
Calandrinia grandiflora, reddish-lilac; fine ;• 1 foot,
speciosa, dark purple, very showy; 4 inches,
speciosa alba, white, very free bloomer,
umbellata, rosy-purple; perennial, but flowering first season; very fine,

CALLIR.HOE, Nat. Ord. Malvacea.
Beautiful, free-flowering, hardy annuals; grow freely from seed, and are easily
planted; should be set from one foot to eighteen ihches apart. Procumbent.
Callirhoe pedata, purplish-crimson, with white edge; 2 feet,
pedata nana, flowers rich velvet-crimson, with white eye; very desirable; 1 foi
involucrata, with large purplish-crimson flowers,

1
V
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CAN.NA—Continued/
pkt. cts.
taken up and kept in the cellar, in sand, to be planted out the following spring. Should be
planted in groups, and make a rich bed on the lawn. Unless the plants are strong when set
out, they will not produce much effect the first year. Soak the seed well in hot water before
planting. Fine when grown in pots, for decoration of houses, halls, etc. Many of my cus
tomers on the rich soils of the West have succeeded admirably with the Cannas, making a
fine show the first season.
Canna Indica (Indian Shot) rubra, red; 2 feet high,
10
Warszewiczii, brilliant red, foliage striped; 3 feet high; new,
10
compacta elegantissima, large, reddish-yellow; free-flowering; 2 feet high, . . 10
Selowii, scarlet; profuse blooming; from Africa; very fine,
10
Nepalensis, superb yellow flowers,
.15
Mixed varieties,
. . 10
Good roots, each,
50
CATCHFLY, (Silene,) Nat. Ord. Silenacea.
Free-flowering hardy annuals, growing over a foot in height. Should be grown so as to
form a clump or mass. Set the plants six or eight inches apart.
Silene Armeria, (Lobel's Catchfly,) red, white, and rose, either separate or mixed, . .

5

CELOSIA, Nat. Ord. Amarantacetz.
Very singular, attractive, and showy annuals; when well grown, unsurpassed; succeed
best started in the house or hot-bed, and transplanted into a rich, warm soil. They make fine
pot plants for exhibition, and deserve to be classed among our best annuals. We recommend
them to all who give their plants good care, and such will not blame us for the advice. C.
cristata is the singular and beautiful Cockscomb.
Celosia cristata, (Cockscomb,) Crimson Dwarf,
Rose Dwarf, . *
Yellow Dwarf,
Violet Dwarf,
Scarfot Giant
Tall Violet,
10

CELOSIA — Continued.
pkt.
Celosia Cristata, (Cockscomb,) Tall Rose,
Tall Sulphur,
Dwarf varieties mixed, . . .
Tall varieties mixed,
pyramidalis coccinea, spikes very large, showy, scarlet; 3 feet,
.pyramidalis aurantiaca, spikes scarlet, tipped with orange; 3 feet,
pyramidalis nana aurantiaca, bright, fawn-colored panicles, and fine foliage, . .
pyramidalis versicolor, light crimson flowers, verging on crimson-violet; new,
pyramidalis versicolor foliis atrobruneis, foliage reddish-brown, panicles golden
orange; new,
spicata rosea, a very pretty plant, with spikes of rose-colored flowers that keep well
for winter ornaments, if picked early. Free bloomer all summer,
CENTAUREA, Nat. Ord. Composite.
Free-flowering, hardy annuals, showy, but not delicate, having a somewhat weedy appear
ance, though much prized by some; and when grown in a mass, the bright colors are showy.
Colors blue, yellow, and pink.
Centaurea depressa, blue, red center; 1 foot,
depressa rosea, pretty; rose, pink center
Cyanus, (Bachelor's Button,J various colors mixed,
moschata, (Sweet Sultan,j /
moschata atropurpurea, of a deep purple, closely verging on crimson; new, . !
, Mixed varieties,
CENTAURIDIUM, Nat. Ord. Composite.
Centauridium Drummondii, a very beautiful hardy annual from Texas; blooms freely,
and succeeds well in any light soil; flowers yellow, showy; 2 feet,
CENTRANTHUS, Nat. Ord. Valerianaeeee:
Free-blooming, compact, hardy annuals, very delicate, yet effective in beds or edgings
This is a class that pleases all, especially when grown in masses.
Centranthus macrosiphon, (long tube,) pale rose; 2 feet,
macrosiphon flore-albo, white,

2, CHAJLBPECCE DIACANTHA.

3,3, CHLORA GRANDIFLOBA.

CENTRANTHUS — Continued.
Centranthus macrosiphon flore-carneo, flesh-colored,
macrosiphon nanus, dwarf,
macrosiphon bicolor, flowers pink and white, very pretty,

pkt. cts

5,
-(
15.

CHAMAPEUCE, Nat. Ord. Composite.
Chamapeuce diacantha, an elegant Thistle-like plant, with very sharp spines and beautiful variegated foliage,

^

CHLORA, Nat. Ord. Gentianacece.
Chlora grandiflora, hardy annual; flowers small and of a very desirable color, ....

10

CHRYSANTHEMUM, Nat. Ord. Composite.
The tall growing annual Chrysanthemums are too large and coarse, but the dwarf varie
ties are more desirable. The following are the best. Set about ten inches apart.
Chrysanthemum carinatum Buridgeanum, white, with crimson and yellow at base of
petals, and a beautiful showy center; 1 foot,
carinatum venustum, crimson, with yellow and white; 1 foot,
coronarium, white,.
]
coronarium, Dwarf Yellow, new; double; fine,
multicaule, fine,
CLARKIA, Nat. Ord. Onagracea.
A showy and interesting class of hardy annuals that flower freely, with a good variety of
delicate colors, and form a cheerful and attractive bed. They are sometimes injured by our
hot suns, and therefore are not as popular here as in Europe, but often flower magnificently
during the autumn months, even after pretty hard frosts. Set plants about ten inches apart.
Plants from Fall sown seed flower elegantly in the early spring. (Engraving, p. 32.)
Clarkia pulchella, pretty, large-flowered; mixed colors
pulchella integripetala, large and'very handsome; mixed colors,
'
pulchella flore-pleno, double, very beautiful; rich magenta color; 18 inches,
.
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CLARKIA— Continued.
Clarkia integripetala alba flore-pleno, double white; new
elegans flore-pleno violacea, double violet,
Double varieties mixed,
Single varieties mixed,
CLEOME, Nat. Ord. Capparidaceez.
Very pretty, free-flowering, half-hardy annuals, with singular flowers.
eighteen inches high. Should be planted from eight to ten inches apart.
Cleome speciosissima, rosy
integrifolia,

pkt

CREPIS,.Nat. Ord. Composites.
: of rather interesting hardy annuals. Sow in the open garden in the spring, and
thin out the plants to eight or ten inches apart.
Crepis barbata, light yellow and bright purple,
rubra, red,
Drummondii, deep pink; good,
flore-albo, white,

5
5
5
5

Grow about

COLLIN SIA, Nat. Ord. Scrophulariacea.
A delicate, pretty, free-blooming genus,of hardy annuals, not very showy.
Collinsia multicolor marmorata, white and rose, marbled; 1 foot,
bicolor, purple and white
CONVOLVULUS, Nat. Ord. Convolvulareez.
A free-blooming, very popular, and beautiful class of hardy annuals. C. major is the well
known Morning Glory, for description of which see department of Climbing Plants. C.
minor is a dwarf plant, trailing in habit, and makes beautiful masses, each plant covering a
circle two feet in diameter. Seed may be sown in the open ground very early in the spring.
Were it not for the fact that the flowers are closed during the latter part of the day, few plants
would give more satisfaction.
Convolvulus minor splendens, violet, with white center; new,
monstrosus, spreading habit, with rich, large, dark purple flowers,
subcaeruleus, light blue flowers; very pretty,
New Dark, very dark and goon,

DATURA, Nat. Ord. Solanacea.
A class of plants not much in favor, because the poorer varieties only have been generally
cultivated. Some of the best are curious and beautiful. Should be treated as half-hardy
annuals. D, Wrightii will endure the winter and flower for a number of years. Rather
coarse, branching plants, two feet in height, and should be set some eighteen inches apart.
Roots .may be preserved over Winter in sand in the cellar, like Dahlias.
Datura Wrightii, is one of the best, with trumpet-shaped flowers from seven to nine inches
long, white, shaded with lilac, sweet-scented,
10
humilis flava flore-pleno,
a splendid plant, with large, yellow, double flowers;
sweet-scented; should be started early under glass, or it will not flower well, . . 10
fastuosa alba plena, fine, double white,
g
DELPHINIUM, Nat. Ord^Ranunculacea.
A very ornamental genus of free-flowering, beautiful plants, including the annual and
Perennial Larkspurs. They are all hardy; prevailing colors blue, white, and pink; flowers
Dome on long spikes. Sow the seed in the fall or as early in the spring as possible.
Annual Larkspurs. — The dwarf sorts make a most beautiful mass of flowers. A bed
1 4 r ^ ''0n is almost ecluaI t0 a bed of Hyacinths. They should stand five or six inches
4 PI
X ?Jta"' branching varieties' erow tw0 feet in height, and are fine for large boquets.
S
abOUt eighteen 'nches aPart- Sow where they areto bloom.
lb

U-

3, 3, DOUBLE D
DELPHINIUM — Continued.
pkt. cts.
Delphinium Ajacis hyacinthiflorum, (Double Dwarf Rocket,) fine; mixed colors, .
5
elatior flore-pleno,
(Tall Rocket,) fine large plant, and very showy,
5
Consolida flore-pleno,
(Stock-flowered,) double, branching; large flowers, fine
for cutting, and showy; mixed colors
5
Consolida flore-pleno
tricolor, double, fine striped, branching
•
5
Consolida flore-pleno
candelabrum, 1 foot in height and of a peculiar habit, as
shown in the engraving, flowering until quite late
15
cardiopetalum, fine; grows about 18 inches; makes a good hedge or border, ...
5
DIANTHUS, Nat. Ord. Silenacecr.
A splendid genus of the most beautiful perennials grown. The Sweet William, (Dianthus iarbatus,) the Carnation and Picotee, (D. caryophyllus,) and the Garden Pink, [D. hortensis,) belong to this genus; but,'as they'do not flower until the second season, will be
described in the proper place. The species known as D Chinensis, embracing the old
Chinese Pink, very much improved of late years, and the new and superb varieties from
Japan, known as D. Heddewigii and laciniatus, are among the most brilliant and useful of
our garden flowers. The last two run into many varieties, the result of hybridization, with
flowers of monstrous size and varied and rich in coloring. Plants of the tall growing sorts
are from twelve to fifteen inches in height, while the dwarf kinds make handsome low, com
pact bushes, excellent for the garden and unsurpassed for pots. Seed may be sown in the
spring, under glass or in a seed-bed. Easily transplanted. Set the plants from six to twelve
inches apart, according to varieties — the dwarf sorts only about six inches. Flower freely
during the whole summer. If the flovfering is checked by pruning, so as to keep the plants
vigorous, they will usually survive the winter well, and make most beautiful plants the second
season, even much better than the first. If allowed to flower too freely, they are sometimes
so weakened as to be unable to bear the winter. Seed sown late in the spring will produce
strong young plants for the second season's flowering.
Dianthus Chinensis, best double varieties mixed,
imperialis, (Double Imperial Pink,) mixed colors,

DIANTHUS — Continued.
pkt. cts.
Dianthus imperialis-rubrus striatus, double, white, striped with red,
10
imperialis purpureus striatus, double, white, striped with purple, .
10
imperialis flore-albo pi., fine double white,
]()
imperialis flore-pleno atrosanguineus, double, blood red,
]()
Heddewigii, large flower, three inches in diameter, beautiful, rich colors, often finely
marked and marbled,
15
Heddewigii flore-pleno, often double, but sometimes only semi-double, .... 15
Heddewigii fl. pi. atropurpureus, new, with large, dark red, double flowers;
beautiful and constant,
jg
laciniatus, flowers very large, sometimes three inches in diameter; petals very deeply
fringed and beautifully colored,
jg
laciniatus flore-pleno, magnificent double flowers, very large; petals deeply ser
rated ; splendid colors. Seeds saved- only from the finest flowers,
25
Mixed seed of the last five varieties,
20
Heddewigii diadematus fl. pi., (Diadem Pink.) Of the most brilliant markings
and dazzling colors, but unfortunately not always true,
50
nanus atrosanguineus, very dark, double; flinches,
10
nanus fl. pi. cupreus, dwarf; copper color,
ig
nanus fl. pi. roseus, very splendid,
20
nanus fl. pi. pumilus,
jq
Ilest dwarf varieties mixed,
15
Gardnerianus, double, and sweet-scented,
^ 20
hybridus, mixed colors,
DOUBLE DAISY, (Bellis,) Nat. Ord. Composite.
Pretty little, well known, border flower. SeeS may be sown in a hot-bed or in open
ground. Will flower late the first season. Easily transplanted. A portion will be found
single, and these can be removed. Set the plants about six inches apart. They do not
always stand our winters without injury, and plants sometimes suffer in very hot seasons.
Bellis perennis, best German seed. (Engraving, p. 36.)

ERYSIMUM, Nat. Ord. Crucifera.
pkt. cts.
Hardy annuals, growing about eighteen inches in height, with spikes of flowers resembling
a small, single Wallflower, sweet-scented, hardy, and fine, especially late in the season. Very
good for cutting.
Erysimum Perowskianum, deep orange flowers,
5
Arkansanum, sulphur yellow, fine,
5
ESCHSCHOLTZIA, Nat. Ord. Papaveracea.
A very showy class of hardy annuals, of different shades of yellow and creamy white. A
ittle difficult to transplant. About a foot high. Set about the same distance apart.
Eschscholtzia Californica, bright yellow, darker in center
crocea, orange, darker in center,
crocea alba, white,
crocea striata, flowers orange, striped with lemon; new,
tenuifolia, flowers small, pale yellow, resembling the Primrose, and numerous; a
miniature plant, only 6 inches in height,
dentata sulphurea, and E. dentata aurantiaca, two curious new varieties; each
petal has its edge lapped upon itself, with a mark of deeper color running up the
center, the edges curiously toothed; each variety,
EUTOCA, Nat. Ord. Hydrophyllacecc.
Free-flowering annuals, hardy, about one foot in height, rather showy, good colors.
sirable for cutting. (Engraving, p. 37.)
Eutoca viscida, dark blue; pretty,
Wrangeliana, very pretty; lilac; flinches,
multiflora, flowers more freely than the others,

De-

FENZLIA, Nat. Ord. Polemoniacece.
pkt. c
Fenzlia dianthiflora, a very beautiful, free-flowering little plant, from California, growing
less than six inches in height. Nothing can be finer for pots, baskets, etc., in the
hands of the careful florist, but not recommended for general use. Flowers reddishlilac, with cr
*—
GAILLARDIA, Nat. Ord. Composites.
A very valuable class of plants. The prevailing colors are brownish-red, yellow and
orange. They are constant bloomers, giving a good display from early summer until frost;
Plant in beds or masses. Half-hardy annuals. Will bear transplanting well. Set eight or
ten inches apart. About eighteen inches in height. Called Blanket Flower at the South.
Gaillardia picta, or Painted, brownish-red, bordered with yellow,
Josephus, very brilliant, red and orange,
albo-marginata, red, bordered with white,
GILIA, Nat. Ord. Polemoniacece.
An early and free-flowering genus of hardy annuals, growing from six inches to one foot
in height. Very pretty when grown in masses, but not very showy as single plants. The
flowers are small, borne in panicles. Good for cutting.
Gilia achillaefolia, mixed colors,
capitata, mixed colors,
tricolor, mixed colors,
All varieties mixed,
HEDYSARUM, (French Honeysuckle,) Nat! Ord. Leguminosez.
Almost all the species of this genus are handsome flowering plants, producing racemes of
beautiful Pea-like flowers. The following are hardy biennials, flowering first season under
favorable circumstances, and if sown early. (Engraving, p. 38.)
Hedysarum coronarium, fine scarlet,
coronarium flore-albo, white,

5
5
6

HELIANTHUS, (Sunflower,) Nat. Ord. Composite.
pkt cts
Well-known, tall-growing plants, with brilliant yellow flowers.
They produce a fine
effect in proper situations among shrubbery, as screens, etc. Hardy annuals.
Helianthus Californicus grandiflorus, flowers very large and double, orange; 5 feet, .
5
Double Green-centered, a vc*ry large flower, the center quite green and large when
• the flower is young; as it becomes older, the center becomes smaller, until the
whole is a fine, large, perfectly double flower. Plant grows from five to eight feet 10
&
New Mammoth Russian, single, very large,
'
r}
Common Single,

KAULFUSSIA, Nat. Ord. Composite.
pkt. c
Pretty, free-flowering, hardy annuals. Fine for beds or masses, and growing about six
inches in height. Set about five or six inches apart.
Kaulfussia amelloides, light bright blue,
amelloides rosea, rose, with red center, . . . . •
amelloides atroviolacea, new; intense violet; the richest color imaginable, . .
LEPTOSIPHON, Nat. Ord, Polemoniacea.
A genus of low, hardy annuals, with small, beautiful flowers, not showy, but delicate and
pretty. If seed is sown in the autumn, they will flower early and well, but they do not
always bear our summer heat. A little shade, as the north side of a fence, is of advantage.
Leptosiphon, mixed varieties,

HIBISCUS, Nat. Ord. Malvacece.
An extensive genus, but those named below should be treated as half-hardy annuals.
Flowers large and showy; plants about eighteen inches in height, and should be set about
the same distance apart.
Hibiscus Africanus, cream color,brown center; 18 inches
calisureus, white, rich brown center; 18 inches, .
Thunbergii, flowers buff color; 2 feet,
immutabilis, rosy flowers; 3 feet
coccineus, scarlet; 3 feet,

5
5
jo.

*
LINUM, (Flax,) Nat. Ord. Linaceco.
Linum grandiflorum rubrum, a very beautiful half-hardy annual, of a neat, slender habit,
with brjllia'nt crimson blossoms throughout the summer; grows from 18 inches to two
feet; planted a foot or more apart, makes a beautiful bed,

2o

LOBELIA, Nat. Ord. Lobeliacea.
A class of plants of great utility and beauty when properly used. A few are hardy per
ennials, of robust habit, with erect spikes of flowers. L. cardinalis is the finest of these.
Miny varieties are of a trailing habit, and bear a profusion of delicate flowers, particularly
adapted for hanging baskets and similar decorative purposes. L. gracilis erecta is a beautiful
little compact plant, superb for edgings of beds, and pots.
Lobelia cardinalis, our native Cardinal Flower; spikes of brilliant scarlet flowers; blooms
first year if well started with heat
Queen Victoria, splendid large scarlet flowers; dark leaves,
25
hybrida grandiflora, large dark blue flower, with white eye; very excellent, .
gracilis rosea, rose-colored; new,

HOLLYHOCK, CHINESE, (Althea Sinensis,) Nat. Ord. Malvacea.
A vety good hardy annual; flowers showy and double; about thirty inches in heightvery much resembling the common Hollyhock. Blooms late in the season. Get it started al
early as possible in the spring.
Hollyhock, Scarlet, very bright and showy; new,
Mixed colors
'
'

r
J?

HUNNEMANNIA, Nat. Ord. Papaveracea:.
emannia fumariaefolia, a beautiful herbaceous plant, with pretty, yellow, tulip-shaped
flowers; from Mexico; 2 feet
•.

2, 2, LYCHNIS CHALCEDONICA.
LOBELIA — Continued.
Lobelia gracilis erecta, of fine, compact growth, .
ramosa, branching; very fine, large, dark blue flowers,' ! ]
Ennus marmorata, marbled, blue and white,
annus compacta, deep, rich blue
Erinus compacta alba, new and fine white^
Ennus azurea, light blue, white eye, large flower,
T

u

A well know

LUPINUS>
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pkt" <T'
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(Lupine,) Nat. Ord. Leguminosco.
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« hardy annuals.
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LYCHNIS, Nat. Ord. Silenacea.
Valuable, hardy perennials, generally flowering the first season Some
WC"
. I™™, white
„d ,1, or,hL ;™..,.S, i
Lychnis Clonic.,

«,

brtEh,

«*. a™, j,, hne

wh«„

HaXa^h;TfoortifUl fl°WerS:
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large and

5
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Chalcedonica carnea, flesh-colored; 2 feet
Chalcedonica flore-albo, white; 2 feet, . '

5
6
briIlia«.

vermilion-colored; plant

Haageana hybrida, large flowers; white, rose, red, etc.; 1 foot
Sieboldii, new; large and superb; white; 1 foot '
'

pkt. cts.
15
15
25

MALOPE,.Nat. Ord. Malvacea.
Very fine and showy half-hardy annuals. Seed may be sown in frames, and they will
flower quite early; or they may be sown in the open ground where the plants are to blossom.
Flowers single, resembling those of the Hollyhock. Grow two feet high, and should be
about eighteen inches apart.

'

Lupinus affinis, blue and white; 1 foot; very fine,
Cruikshankii, blue, white, and yell ow; 3 feet
H'artwegii, 2 feet; mixed colors, .
hirsutissimus, hairy; 2 feet; very fine
hybridus superbus, superb; purple, like, and yellow; 2 feet
hybndus atrococcineus, bright crimson-scarlet white tin. „ V ' i

LYCHNIS— Continued.
Lychnis Presslii multiflora, very fine and free bloomer,
fulgens, very brilliant; 18 inches,
grandiflora gigantea, new; flowers very large, of various colors

"
20
20

25

*•

Malope grandiflora, large, purple flowers,
grandiflora alba, pure white,
MARIGOLD, (Tagetes,) Nat. Ord. Composite.
Very effective half-hardy annuals, extremely showy in the garden, and continuing in
flower from early in summer until frost. No possible objection to this class of flowers, but
their peculiar fragrance. The African are the tallest, generally growing two feet, and are
very showy; the French are more rich and perfect, and are from 0 to 18 inches high.
African Marigold, (Tagetes erecta,) Tall Orange, double,
Tall Sulphur, light yellow, double,
Tall Quilled Orange, double,
Tall Quilled Sulphur, light yellow, double,
All the above mixed,
'
French Marigold, (Tagetes patula,) Tall Orange, double,
Tall Brown, double; branching; 18 inches,
'
Tall Striped, yellow and brown striped; beautiful; 18 inches
Dwarf Sulphur, double,
Dwarf Brown, double,
Striped Dwarf, double, yellow and brown,
Dunnett's New Orange, very superior, new,
Tall varieties mixed,
Dwarf varieties mixed,

5
5

5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5

5

MARIGOLD— Continued.
pkt.cts.
Tagetes pulchra punctata, spotted, double, fine
• • • • • ' ' '
signata pumila, a beautiful plant, from 12 to 18 inches in height, forming a globu
lar dense mass of about the same diameter, as round as a ball. The flowers are
single, bright yellow, marked with orange. The plant is very pretty, and late in
the season is covered with flowers. (Engraving, p. 41.)
MARTYNIA, Nat. Ord. Pedaliacea.
Coarse, but free-growing, half-hardy annuals,about two feet in height, spreading. Flowers
large and conspicuous. Should be planted two feet apart. May be sown in the open border,
or transplanted.
Martynia formosa, (fragrans,) purple, very sweet-scented,
lutea, yellow,
craniolaria, white,
- ;
proboscidea, bluish flowers; seed-vessels, when tender, used for pickles
All the above mixed,
MESEMBRYANTHEMUM, Nat. Ord. Ficoidea.
Half-hardy annuals, of dwarf habit and fine foliage; suitable for baskets, etc. Generally
known as Ice and Dew-plant.
Mesembryanthemum crystallinum, (Ice Plant,) prized for its singular icy foliage, . .
tricolor, pink, with purple center,
tricolor album, whife,
glabrum, light yellow
MIGNONETTE, (Reseda,) Nat. Ord. Resedacetz.
Reseda odorata, (Sweet Mignonette,) a well-known, fragrant, little hardy annual, essen
tial in every garden; per oz. 25 cents,
grandiflora ameliorata, a large-flowering vanety of Mignonette, undeservedly
puffed by many seedsmen, last season, as red-flowered,
Parson's New White, a robust Mignonette; flowers larger and showing more
white than the common sort, but quite as fragrant, and an improvement in all
respects
MIMULUS, Nat. Ord. Scrophulariace/r.
P
Very pretty delicate, free-flowering, beautiful plants, not showy for the garden, but fine
l for winter flowering, or for baskets. The seed is very fine and needs care in sowtng.

^
^
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MIMULUS — Continued.
Mimulus roseus pallidus, new and very fine,
cupreus, beautiful, orange and c
hybridus tigrinus, as beautifully spotted as the finest Calceolarias,
hybridus tigrinus bruneus, stems and leaves dark brown, with very large, deep
yellow, dotted flowers; new,
hybridus tigrinus flore-pleno, a double Mimulus from Mr. Bull's celebrated Sollection ; flowers more durable than those of any other variety,
cardinalis, fine scarlet,
moschatus, (Musk Plant,)
,
quinquevulnerus maximus, from finest named varieties,
MIRABILIS, Nat. Ord. Nyctaginacece.
Mirabilis yalapa is the old and well-known Marvel of Peru, or Foun-o'clock. It is really
a beautiful plant, of fine habit, glossy, bright foliage, with fragrant flowers, beautifully colored
and marked. Should be treated as a half-hardy annual. About two. feet in height, and
branches freely. Plant about two feet apart. Makes a fine summer hedge, if set in a row,
'
* velve inches apart. Seed may be set in the open ground where plants are needed,
ts may be preserved, like Dahlias, during the winter; but as they are so easily raised
:d it is seldom practiced.
Marvel of Peru, (Mirabilis Jalapa,) Chamois,
Crimson,
Lilac, striped with White,
Tricolor,
Red, striped with White,
Violet,
White,
Yellow,
Yellow and Red,
All the above mixed
„(
foliis-variegatis, flowers 'of a variety of colors; leaves light green, striped, . . .
t Mirabilis longiflora, white, exceedingly sweet-scented; flower tube 3 or 4 inches long,
longiflora violacea, same as above, but violet color,

10
10
25
10
10
10

MYOSOTIS, Nat. Ord. Boraginacete.
pkt.
Small, pretty plaijts, mostly perennials that flower the first season if sown early, bearing
an abundance of small star-like white and blue flowers. Delight in a rather moist situation,
but will answer in any fair garden soil. Fine for moist rock-work. All the blue varieties
. are commonly called Forget-me-not. M. palustris is the old and popular Forget-me-not.
Myosotis alpestris, blue; 6 inches,
alpestris, white; 6 inches,
alpestris rosea, a new rose-colored variety of the Alpine Forget-me-not,
palustris, (Forget-me-not,) white and blue; 6 inches,
Azorica, dark blue; new; fine; 1 foot,
Azorica var. caelestina, flowers sky blue, and produced in great profusion, . . .
NEMOPHILA, Nat. Ord. Hydrophyllacea.
A beautiful class of hardy, low annuals, very free bloomers, and the blossoms are
extremely delicate as well as beautiful. They do best if sown in a frame and transplanted
early, as the hot sun injures the flowers; but do finely all summer, if planted in a rather cool,
shady place. Set about six inches apart. A few plants set early among spring-flowering
bulbs, such as Tulips, etc., flower splendidly, and a few seeds scattered over the beds of
bulbs in the fall have always flowered beautifully with me. Some of my customers, par
ticularly at the West, report great success with these beautiful and delicate flowers, but
as a general thing they are not as satisfactory here as in Europe, where they are universally
popular.
Nemophila insignis, beautiful light blue,
insignis striata, white and blue striped,
insignis marginata, celestial blue, edged with white,
maculata, large, white flower, blotched with violet,
maculata grandiflora, flowers very large and showy,
atomaria, white, spotted,
atomaria oculata, very pretty light blue, with large, dark eye,
discoidalis elegans, rich, velvety maroon, bordered with white,
discoidalis man
The above mixed,

NIEREMBERGIA, Nat. Ord. Solanacecc.
Very useful plants, with delicate whitish flowers tinted with lilac and a deep blotch in
the center; abundant and constant bloomers. Tender perennials, and may therefore be
used in the house or be treated as tender annuals for out-door culture.
Nierembergia gracilis, plant slender, very branching, spreading; fine for baskets, pots,
or the border,
frutescens, taller and of more erect habit than the preceding, with the flowers
larger and more open,
NIGELLA, Nat. Ord. Ranunculacea.
Curious hardy annuals, with finely cut leaves, very singular flowers, and quite showy.
The leaves and seeds of most species are aromatic. Seed may be sown in the flowering beds,
or they may be transplanted with care.
Nigella Damascena, light blue; double; about 1 foot,
Damascena nana, dwarf; variety of colors; 6 inches,
Hispanica alba, large-flowered; very fine; 18 inches,
Hispanica atropurpurea, purplish-blue; fine; 18 inches,
Fontanesiana, much like N. atropurpurea, but blooms two months earlier, . . .
NOLAN A, Nat, Ord. Nolanacea.
Trailing, hardy annuals; flowers resembling Convolvulus minor.
kets, rock-work, etc. Prefer a light soil.
Nolana atriplicifolia, blue, white and yellow,
grandiflora, large; variety of colors,
grandiflora alba,
paradoxa violacea, violet, with white center; splendid,

Fine for hanging bas

OBELISCAEIA, Nat. Ord. Composite.
Showy plants, to be treated as half-hardy annuals. About eighteen inches in heightFlowers curious, with acom-like centers and drooping petals.
Obeliscaria pulcherrima, ray flowers rich velvety crimson, edged with yellow,

>

OENOTHERA, (Evening Primrose,) Nat. Ord. Onagraceee.
pkt. c
A very fine genus of showy plants, opening their flowers suddenly in the latter pari of the
day, and making a most brilliant exhibition during the evening and early in the morning.
Some of the large varieties will attract as much attention as anything that can .be grown.
Some are perennials, but the following, which are the best, all flower the first season.
CEnothera Veitchii, a very pretty half-hardy annual, growing about 1 foot;flowers bright
yellow, with a red spot at the base of each petal
rosea, dwarf; perennial; not quite hardy; flowers first season; rose-colored, ...
versicolor, chamois, or pinkish and red,
cinnabarina, rich orange yellow, throat salmon; perennial
acaulis alba, a very dwarf or rather stemless plant, the leaves lying close to the
ground. The flower is snowy white, about four inches across, with a calyx tube
four or five inches in length. Each plant produces one and sometimes two and
three of these beautiful flowers almost every evening. Grow plants in frame, or
seed-bed, and set about six inches apart,
Lamarckiana grandiflora. This is one of the most showy of the genus. The
plant grows about three feet high, branches freely, and blossoms abundantly.
Flowers bright yellow, four inches and more in diameter. Flowers well the
-second year, unless the plants are exhausted by excessive blooming the first,
OXYURA, Nat. Ord, Composite.
Oxyura chrysanthemoides, a free-flowering, harif> annual, about.18 inches in height;
flowers golden yellow, edged with white; a beautiful plant
PALAKOXIA, Nat. Ord. Composites.
Palafoxia Hookeriana, a very fine netf annual, of a dwarf, branching habit; the flowers
are rosy crimson, with a dark center; continues in bloom well through the summer,
PANSY, (Viola tricolor,) Nat. Ord. Viola ceo:.
A popular flower with both florists and amateurs, giving abundance of bloom until after
severe frosts, enduring our hard winters with safety, and greeting us in the earliest spring
with a profusion of bright blossoms. It will flower better in the middle of the summer, if
planted where it is somewhat shaded from the hot sun; but in almost any si

PANSY—Continued.
pkt. <
fine flowers in the spring and autumn. If plants come into bloom in the heat of summer,
the flowers will be small at first; but as the weather becomes cooler, they will increase
in size and beauty.
Often plants that produce flowers two and a half inches in diam
eter during the cool, showery weather of spring, will give only the smallest possible
specimens during the dry weather of summer. To give good flowers the plant must'
be vigorous, and make a rapid growth. No flower is more easily ruined by ill treatment.
The fancy varieties are of fine habit, great beauty, and, are well adapted to our climate.
My Pansy seed is the choicest, from the most noted growers of Europe, or of my own
prize flowers, and can be relied upon for magnificent bloom, Seed may be sown in the
hot-bed or open ground. I have obtained the first prize for Pansies at the New -York,
Pennsylvania, Michigan and Ohio State Fairs, and at-every. exhibition..nchere_I-have-shownJhem. (See colored plate.)
Pansy, King of the Blacks, almost coal black, coming true from seed
Sky Blue, with lovely new shades of light and nearly sky blue; very fine, ....
Violet, with white border; very fme; somewhat resembling the fancy Geraniums-, .
Red, bright coppery colors, but not strictly red,
Pure Yellow, generally true to color
White, sometimes slightly marked with red or purple
Striped and Mottled, extra, and very showy,
Yellow Margined, beautiful color, with margin or belt of yellow, .......
Marbled Purple, new colors; very fine,
Mahogany-Colored, a very fine variety,
Cliveden Purple, very rich, deep purple,
Large-Eyed, choice selection of large distinct eyed varieties,
Odier, or Five Blotched, large dark spots on each petal, .
Mixed seed of above so

PERILLA, Nat. Ord. Labiatce.
pkt. cts,
Perilla Nankinensis, an ornamental-leaved, half-hardy annual; leaves deep mulberry, or
dark purple; 18 inches; very desirable for its foliage. .
5
PETUNIA, Nat. Ord. Solanacea.
A well-known and favorite hardy annual. The improved varieties of the few past years
re splendid. Seed sown in the spring will produce flowering plants in June that will con
tinue to bloom abundantly until frost. Seed may be sown in a cold-frame or hot-bed, or in
the open ground. Set the plants about eighteen inches apart. They come pretty true from
—d, though not reliable in this respect, and inclined to sport. Plants from seed are larger,
re healthy, and produce more flowers than those from cuttings, and commence flowering
almost as early. The Petunia seed I offer is from selected plants grown in pots, especially
for seed, and I think it is of unusual excellence. The last three are especially adapted for
large showy beds, bearing immense numbers of flowers during the whole season.
Petunia hybrida grandiflora Kermesina,
grandiflora maculata, splendid spotted,
grandiflora venosa, variety of colors, beautifully veined,
grandiflora rosea, splendid large flowers, bright rose, white throat,
grandiflora marginata, large flowers, bordered and veined with green,
Choicest mixed, from show flowers,
Vick's New Fringed, a new strain, with fringed and frilled edges, very distinct
and beautiful, and coming unusually true "from seed. Packet of 50 seeds, . .
Double. The seed I offer is the best to be obtained, I think. The double Petunia
bears no seed, and very little pollen. Double flowers are produced by fertilizing
single flowers with pollen of the double. This is a very slow and expensive pro
cess, and is not always successful. Packet of 50 seeds,
Countess of Ellesmere, dark rose, with fine white throat,
Blotched and Striped,
Fine mixed,

25
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PHACELIA—Continued.
Phacelia congesta, light blue, . .
tanacetifolia alba, white,

pkt

PHLOX DRDMMONDII, Nat. Ord. Polemoniacea.
No annual equals the Phlox for a brilliant and constant display. Indeed, if confined to
one plant for the decoration of the lawn or border, the Phlox Drummondii would be my
c oice over any annual or perennial with which I am acquainted. It, seems to have every
desirable quality for this purpose. Seed may be sown in the open ground in May, or in a
cold-frame or hot-bed earlier in the season; and in either case, from June, during the whole
summer and autumn, they make a most brilliant bed of showy yet delicate flowers. A good
bed of Phloxes is a sight that dazzles the eye with its brilliancy. Every one who cultivates
only half-a-dozen annuals should have Phlox Drummondii. Some varieties are of extremely
delicate coloring, while others are brilliant and dazzling; and when mixed in a bed, show
an almost endless variety of colors. The Phlox, in a good rich soil, will grow more than
eighteen inches in height, but as there is not sufficient strength in the main stem, it will not
stand entirely erect. A foot apart is about near enough to set the plants, unless the, soil is
very poor. If too thick, they suffer from mildew. The Phlox makes a very good border or
low summer hedge. The finest effect, however, is produced by planting each color in separate beds or in ribbon fashion, its constant bloom making it very desirable for these purposes.
Phlox Drummondii, Deep Blood Purple,
Brilliant Scarlet,
Large Blue, white eye; the nearest to blue of the Phloxes, but really a fine purple,
rosea, beautiful rose color,
rosea albo-oculata, beautiful rose, with distinct white eye; new,
Leopoldi, splendid deep pink, with white eye,
Radowitzii, rose, striped with white,
Radowitzii Kermesina striata, crimson, striped with white; new
Radowitzii violacea, violet, striped with white; new,
flore-albo, pure white,
flore-albo oculata, pure white, with purple eye,
rosea marmorata, fine rose, marbled, white eye; new
marmorata violacea, fine violet marbled; new,
Chamois Rose, very delicate and fine; new, . ,
—--
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PHLOX DRUMMONDII — Continued.
Phlox Drummondii, variabilis, violet and lilac,
Isabellina, new; light, dull yellow,
Violet Queen, violet, with a large white eye, very large
All varieties mixed,

pkt

PORTULACA, Nat. Ord. Portulacacte.
pkt. <
Brilliant, popular hardy annuals, with large, salver-shaped flowers, purple, crimson, yel
low, white, striped, etc. Perfectly hardy, and delight in a warm situation and sandy soil.
There are few low-growing plants that can be compared to this for brilliance of color and
abundance of blossom. Excellent for a bed on the lawn, which should be full and rounding
toward the center, or for making ribbon beds. Sow the seed in the open ground early.
Portulaca alba striata, white, striped with rose and red,
caryophylloides, rose, striped with deep carmine,
New Rose, fine rose color,
Thellussonii, fine crimson,
splendens, rosy purple,
aurea, straw.-colored,
aurea vera, deep golden yellow
aurea striata, sulphur yellow, striped with gold, . .
Fine mixed,
Double Rose-flowered, a perfectly double variety, as much so as the most perfect
Rose, and of many brilliant colors as well as striped. About half the plants pro
duced from seeds are double, the others single and semi-double. First quality,
imported, mixed colors,
'
Double Rose-flowered, seven different colors — crimson, rosy-purple, rose, white,
rose striped with carmine, white striped with red, orange, yellow—each color, . 1

FLATYSTEMON, Nat. Ord. Panunculacece.
Platystemon Californicus, a low-growing, hardy annual, spreading in habit, dowering
freely; fine for small beds, edgings, baskets,etc.; creamy, spotted with orange; fragrant.
PODOLEPIS, Nat. Ord. Composite.
Pretty, free-flowering plants, very graceful, somewhat resembling the Rhodanthes.
erally grow about a foot high.
Podolepis auriculata, bright yellow,
gracilis, pinkish,
gracilis alba, white,

Gen

POPPY, (Papaver,) Nat. Ord. Papaveracea.
Very showy and well-known border flowers. The following are hardy annuals, or hardy
perennials that flower the first season, and all fine. Rather difficult to transplant, and will
do well if the seed is sown, early in the spring, where the plants are to flower. The large
double varieties are extremely brilliant and showy, growing about two feet in height, and in
proper situations are not surpassed by any border flower. Don't despise them because they
are only Poppies.
The true Opium Poppy, the variety used for Opium growing, is a large,
white, single flower.
Poppy, Ranunculus-flowered, small, double, various colors,
Murselli, mixed colors, very showy, double,
Carnation, double, mixed colors
involucratum maximum, fine; perennial,
Paeony-flowered, large flowers, very double; mixed colors,
somniferum, (Opium Poppy,) true, single; per lb., $2.00 ; per oz., 15 cents, . .
somniferum fl. pi., iDouble Opium Poppy,) splendid lar e flowers;
twelve
separate colors, each color,
somniferum fl pi., (Double Opium Poppy.) mixed colors,

•
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RICINUS, (Castor Oil Bean,) Nat. Ord. Euphorbiacece.
Plants with very ornamental foliage and showy fruit, of stately growth and quite a tropical
appearance. With other ornamental-leaved plants, they make a most attractive bed on the
lawn, and are alsd desirable when grown as single specimens. Plant the seed in the open
ground, in a dry situation, and as early as safe in the spring. The same soil and treatment
that will give good early corn is just suitable for the Ricinus. In the latter part of the sum
mer the splendid spikes, composed of the seed-vessels, will be gorgeous. Some of the varie
ties have spikes of a beautiful metallic green, others of a fine, almost transparent pink and
• 1 scarlet, which seem to illuminate the grounds. There is no ornamental-leaved plant for outfloor decoration for ordinary use equal to the Ricinus.

Jl

RIGINUS — Continued.
pkt. c
Ricinus macrocarpus, whitish foliage, beautiful; 6 feet,
purpureus, purple, magnificent; 6 feet,
Borboniensis, beautiful; splendid large leaves; 10 feet,
sanguineus, blood red stalks, scarlet fruit; one of the best; 5 feet
Africanus hybridus, new and fine; stalk and fruit rose; 6 feet,
iu
giganteus, new; very large, fine and showy; 6 feet,
10
New species from the Philippines; gigantic leaves; 6 to 10 feet,
15
nanus microcarpus, dwarf, only 2 to 3 feet in height; fine for the outside of
groups,
10
communis, (Palma Christi,) common Castor Oil Bean,
5
SALPIGLOSSIS, Nat. Ord. Scrophulariaceee.
A very fine and too march neglected half-hardy annual. The colors are varied and of
peculiar richness, the texture resembling the richest velvet, and beautifully pencilled. About
eighteen inches in height; dwarf, one foot. Set about six inches apart, they make a magni
ficent bed. Seed may be sown under glass; but will do well out-doors, especially in a light
sandy soil, in which they always do best.
Salpiglossis coccinea, splendid scarlet,
azurea grandiflora, large, blue,
*.
purpurea, purple
sulphurea yellow
atrococcinea, deep scarlet, beautifully spatted; new,
variabilis, splendid; new; very large flowers,
Mixed colors, extra, from selected flowers
Dwarf, finest mixed colors
SALVIA, Nat. Ord. Labiates.
V ery ornamental plants for beds or borders, growing freely in any fight, rich soil; from
eighteen inches to two feet in height. Their beautiful spikes of gay flowers are produced in
the greatest profusion. Must be treated as tender annuals, and plants should get a good start
in the hot-bed, and not be planted out before the weather is warm. Very little success must
be expected from sowing seed in the open ground, unless in a very favorable climate. They
make fine fall and winter ornaments for the house or conservatory. Two to three feet high.
Salvia Rcemeriana, scarlet; beautiful,
punicea nana, scarlet; dwarf; splendid; new; tender; 18 inches,
coccinea, scarlet; small, but good,
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SALVIA — Continued.
Salvia, coccinea splendens, scarlet; large and showy
bicolor, blue and white; fine,
splendens, true; large, scarlet,

pkt.

SANVITALIA, Nat. Ord. Composites.
Sanvitalia procumbens flore-pleno, a beautiful, low plant, creeping, with bright yellow
double flowers; fine for pots, baskets, etc.,
SCABIOSA, (Mourning Bride,) Nat. Ord. Dipsacea.
A very showy and pretty class of half-hardy annuals, excellent for beds and for cutting for
table bouquets and other ornaments. Of all colors from almost black to white. The tall
varieties are about two feet in height, the flowers being supported on long wiry stems. The
dwarf are about one foot high. May be grown in frames, or the 'seed sown in the open
ground quite early in the spring. Plants, if thrifty in the autumn, often live through the
winter, and flower finely the second season.
Scabiosa atropurpurea, Dark Purple,
Brick Color,
Dark Purple and White,
Lilac and Purple,
_
White
All colors mixed,
Dwarf, mixed colors,
stellata, starry; seed vessels excellent for winter boquets. (Engraving, p. 54.) . .
nana fl. pi. var., a double dwarf Scabiosa. Variety of colors; plant of a compact
habit, and a free bloomer,
SCHIZANTHUS, Nat. OxA. Scrophulariaceee.
An interesting and beautiful class of half-hardy annuals not often seen in gardens. Fine
for green-house in winter, or other in-door' decoration, and best suited for these uses. Some
what of a climbing habit, and if supported, grows three feet in height, bearing hundreds of
bright singularly colored flowers.
Heavy rains and the hot sun often injure plants out-ofdoors. Sow the seed in a hot-bed, if possible.
Schizanthus grandiflorus oculatus, various shades, fine blue center; new,
pinnatus, rose and purple; very pretty,

SCHIZANTHUS — Continued.
pkt. cts.
Schizanthus retusus, scarlet, rose and orange; very fine,
retusus albus, white and yellow,
Grahami, red and orange,
papilionaceus, new. The flowers present the appearance of a group of beautiful
butterflies, delicately spotted and laced with purple and yellow, shading to orange
and crimson
SENSITIVE PLANT, (Mimosa,) Nat. Ord. Leguminoste.
Mimosa pudica, a tender annual, curious from the fact that, when touched, its leaves close
and droop, from whiflh habit the name is derived. It requires starting in heat, and
must not be put in the open ground until the weather is quite warm. Most suitable
for house culture,
SILENE, Nat. Ord. Silenacece.
Silene pendula ruberrima, a low, branching plant, covering as much ground as a strong
Verbena; branches brownish red, and the leaves and calyx partaking of the same
color; flowers bright carmine-rose, in great profusion; and if the flowers were more
enduring, would be a great favorite.
In flower usually during the month of June.
Young plants endure the winter. (Engraving p. 55.)
SOLANUM, Nat. Ord. Solanacece.
A genus of the most beautiful ornamental fruit-bearing plants. Seed should, be sown
under glass, and the plants treated as the common Egg Plant. (Engraving, p. 55.)
Solanum marginatum, with silvery, glittering leaves; new; 2 feet
.
Gilo, scarlet fruit, size of Cherry; 2 feet
White Egg,
Scarlet Egg
Texanum, Tomato-shaped, wax-like, Vermillion,
STOCK, TEN-WEEKS, (Mathiola annua,) Nat. Ord. Cruciferce.
The Ten-Weeks or Annual Stock presents nearly or quite all the requisites of a perfect
lant—good habit, fine foliage, beautiful flowers of almost every delicate and desirlelightful fragrance, early flowering, and abundance of blossoms. Flowers in
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STOCK, TEN-WEEKS— Continued.
pkt.
splendid spikes. The seeds offered are from the best German grower of tttis splendid flower,
all from selected pot plants, and more than three-fourths will produce fine double blossoms.
Seeds may be sown in the hot-bed or cold-frame; or in the open ground in May. Easily
transplanted when small. They should be removed from the seed-bed before they become
" drawn," or slender, or the flowers will be poor. Make the soil deep and rich. Set the
plants about twelve inches apart. Half-hardy annuals. If the plants that are not too far
advanced are taken up carefully in the autumn, and potted, they will flower elegantly in the
house in the winter. It is a good plan to sow a few late in the season for this purpose.
After growing in the house they can be put out in the ground, and will generally flower well
the second season.
Stock, New Largest-flowering Dwarf. Plant of dwarf habit, with magnificent large
spikes of very large double flowers; all colors mixed,
New Largest-flowering Dwarf, white, flesh-color, rose, rose-carmine, carmine,
crimson, light blue, deep blue, lilac, violet, purple, light brown, dark brown,
brick red, aurora color, chamois, canary yellow, ash color, etc.; each color, .
New Largest-flowering Dwarf, Blood Red, the richest, deepest colored Stock
grown; new, and a great acquisition in color,
Newest Large-flowering Pyramidal Dwarf. Plant of pyramidal habit, with
long spikes of very large flowers, veiy fine; many choice colors mixed, ....
New Large-flowering Pyramidal, Celestial Blue, new and excellent color,
Dwarf German, a fine dwarf variety; very free bloomer; mixed colors
Branching German, pretty large growth; habit of plant- branching; spikes of
flowers numerous, long and rather loose; fine for boquets; mixed colors, . .
Wallflower-leaved, smooth, dark, shining leaves, like theWallflower; dwarf habit;
fine flower. Set only six inches apart. Mixed colors,
Early Autumn-flowering, commences flowering in the autumn, and if removed to
the house, will bloom during the winter. This variety will not flower before
frost unless strong plants are set out very early in the spring; mixed colors, . .
New Hybrid, the foliage between rough and Wallflower leaved, flowers large and
splendid; mixed colors,
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STOCK, TEN-WEEKS — Continued.
pkt. ct
Stock, semperflorens, or Perpetual-flowering, dwarf; fine flowers; very free bloomer,
but late in the season; fine for house,
Miniature, only about six inches in height; fine for edgings, if the plants are set
four or five inches apart, and makes a beautiful bed,
^
Large-flowering Ten-Weeks, Dark Blood Red, Wallflower-leaved, new, . ,
TROPvEOLUM, Nat. Ord. Tropaolacea.
A very splendid class of half-hardy annuals, generally known as the Nasturtion. Flowers
of all the different shades of yellow, orange and red. This flower has of late been much im
proved, the blossoms being larger sand more showy. The varieties of T.majus and T. Lobbianum (hybridum,) are fine climbers for covering arbors, trellises, etc., but the latter is best
fitted for in-door decorations, and will be found described in the appropriate place among the
climbers; but, when allowed to run on the ground, and pegged down, they make a most bril
liant bed, especially if a few of the largest leaves are removed and the straggling branches
pinched. T. minus and its varieties are dwarf, round-headed plants, about a foot high, and in
Europe are very popular, and make very fine beds. In a hot, dryclimate they are not souseful.
The dwarf varieties flower best in a poor soil. The following are all dwarfs.
Tropseolum minus, Dark Crimson
Crystal Palace Gem, sulphur, spotted with maroon,
Dwarf Spotted, yellow, spotted with crimson,
Tom Thumb Beauty, orange and vermilion,
Tom Thumb Yellow,
Carter's Tom Thumb, scarlet,
• • •
Tom Thumb Rose, a new color in Nasturtions; habit similar to Scarlet Tom Thumb,
King of Tom Thumbs, foliage dark bluish green; flowers brilliant scarlet, pro
duced in great abundance, making a blaze of brilliance,
King Theodore, new; flowers very dark,
VERBENA, Nat. Ord. Verbenacea.
• Well-known and universally popular bedding plants; may be treated as half-hardy
annuals. Seeds should be sown under glass, if possible, early in the spring. Plants grown
' from seed are much more healthy, and make larger and hardier plants than those grown
, .from cuttings, and are also usually fragrant.

„
VERBENA— Continued.
„kt cts
Verbena hybrida, choice seed, saved only from the most beautiful named flowers, . .
20
Striped, excellent flowers, w.th broad, Carnation-like stripes. Inclined to sport, . 25
Montana, a hardy Verbena from the Rocky Mountains, that bears our winters well
r lowers bright rose, changing to lilac,
25
VINCA, Nat. Ord. Apocynacea.
A genus of beautiful green-house perennials, but may be treated as tender annuals for the
garden. If sown under glass, and strong plants are set out early, in a wa^ situat on they
7 m th£ 3?mn' and ma? be P°tted
sMuSlX oTd
suitable for out-door sowing, and most desirable for the house.
Vinca rosea, rose; 2 feet
rosea alba, white, red eye,
rosea nova spec., pure white; new,

house before frost.' Not

VIRGINIAN STOCK, (Malcomia maritima,) Nat. Ord. Crucifem.
Pretty, free-flowering, little, hardy annuals; fine for small beds or edgings. May be sown
wnere they are to bloom or may be transplanted. Set about four inches apart. Should be
grown in masses—a number of plants together. About six inches in height.
Virginian Stock, Red, White, and Rose; each color, .
Mixedcolors,
. . . .

^

5
^

WHITLAVIA, Nat. Ord. Hydrophyllacece.
than^n?"^
lu" {f^ " deHcate' and the flowers
very beautiful bells, less
«-n an inch
length. The plants are hardy, but sometimes suffer in hot, diy weather.
Whitlavia grandiflora, hardy annual, ten inches high, violet-blue, bell-shaped flowers,
grandiflora alba, similar to the above, but white,
gloxinoides, an elegant variety, of the same habit as TV. grandiflora', but larger
flowers; tube of the corolla pure white, limb delicate light blue,
1
ZINNIA, NEW DOUBLE-FLOWERED, Nat. Ord. Composites.
aS doubIe> as the ^hlia. It is perfectly
adamedPr„dld
T' bcMtifcl fl°Wer;
thnve ln a"y g°od soil, and may be transplanted as safely as a
Cahh
1 Ur C
'
P r , Seed%may be SOWn under Slass ear'y io the spring, or in the open ground
S
0V6r
Trans
treatment ! ^ V"
'
'
Plant when smaH- They like rather rough
treatment, and cold, unpleasant weather will do them good after transplanting. The plants

ZINNIA — Continued.
pkt. cts.
begin to blossom when quite small. The same flower will continue in perfection for two
months. The plants branch freely, and grow over two feet in height.
Set about twenty
inches apart each way. My collection of Zinnias have been pronounced; by florists fiom
England, France and Germany, the best in the world.
I offer, this season, the Zinnia in
separate colors.
I do not think, however, that they are yet entirely true to color, except
the white, which is good and true.
10
Zinnia, Double, Choicest, all the best colors mixed,
Eight separate colors, scarlet, yellow, orange, purple, salmon, &c., each color, ... 10
25
Pure white

Vine, or Love in a Puff, on account of its inflated, membra
showy, but singular. Needs brush or some other support,
COBCEA, Nat. Ord. Polemonm
Coboea scandens, the most useful of climbers, on account of its rapid growth, fine foliage,
Plants should be grown in a
and large blue flowers, and best adapted for hous
hot-bed or frame. Seed requires some care in starting. If put in the open ground, will
generally rot, and the few that vegetate will be so late that but little growth ai
few flowers will be produced before frost. We have, however, seen some remarkable
exceptions to this rule, even here; and in the South and Southwest it does well in the
open ground. When strong plants are set out early in the spring, in a rich soil, they
often grow twenty or thirty feet, with several main branches. In the autumn the
plants can be taken up and potted for the house

ORNAMENTAL CLIMBERS.

CONVOLVULUS, Nat. Ord. Convolvulaceee.
The well known Convolvulus major, or Morning Glory, makes a rapid growth, completely
covering arbors, trellises or buildings, in a very short time. Seeds may be sown in the open
ground, early in spring. Support should be furnished as soon as the plants show a disposi
tion to run. If this is neglected too long, they will not afterwards attach themselves readily.
Convolvulus major, White, .
White and violet striped, .
White, striped with blue,
Dark blue

The Climbers are a very important class of plants, and, in the hands of the skillful gardener or
tasteful amateur, are made to assume any desired form. No other class of plants are so entirely
subject to control. The strong growing varieties can be made, in a short time, to cover fences,
arbors and buildings, and give both beauty and shade. Those of more delicate growth are invalu
able for low screens, pots, baskets, and other decorative purposes. Care must be taken, however,
to use these plants for the purposes to which they are adapted. Those that are delicate must not
be given the work of the strong and robust, or they will fail to meet expectations. The necessary
support must not only be furnished, but provided in time; for the plants once neglected, and given
to a wrong course, cannot always be made to assume good habits even with much trouble.

1

Violet striped, •
Michauxii, fine striped,
bright red,
atrosanguinea, (lane
tricolor, new and fine; three-colored,
All the above mixed,

J.

DOLICHOS, Nat. Ord. Leguminosce.
pkt. ct
Verv beautiful climbing plants, resembling the running bean, but the flowers are more
beautiful as the common name (Hyacinth Bean) indicates. The seed pods are as pretty as
the flowers being, in the purple-flowered variety, a beautiful purple, shining as though freshly
varnished.' The large varieties grow from six to twenty feet in height, but the growth upward
may be checked by pinching off the tops. (Engraving, p. 61.)
Dolichos Lablab, (Hyacinth Bean,) a very fine climber, with purple and lilac flowers,
1
albus nanus, white; dwarf,
r
)
spec, giganteus, large; free grower,
GOURDS AND CUCUMBERS, (ORNAMENTAL,) Nat. Ord. Cucurbitaceat.
A very useful class of plants for covering old trees, walls, fences, arbors, etc. The foliage
is abundant, while the fruit is of the most singular iorms and of bright peculiar markings.
Treatment as for Squashes.
' Gourd, Hercules' Club, large, long, club-shaped,
Smallest Lemon, yellow; neat and pretty,
Pear-formed, yellow and green, striped with cream,
Gooseberry, small, bright green; fine, .
Striped Apple, small, yellow, beautifully striped,
Egg-formed, like the fruit of White Egg plant, very beautiful,
Orange, the well-known Mock Orange,
Calabash, the old-fashioned Dipper Gourd,
Lagenaria vittata, small, half green and half yellow, striped with cream, ....
Momordica Balsamina, very pretty; orange and red,
Tricosanthes Colubrina, True-Serpent Gourd, striped like a serpent, changing to
Cucurbita leucantha longissima,
Cucumber, Cucumis dipsaceus, Teasel-like, yellow, very elegant,
IPOMCEA, Nat. Ord. Convolvulacea.
A superb genus of plants. Under the name of Convolvulus, we have given descriptions
of the common Morning Glory, sometimes called I. purpurea The Ipomoeasare more ten
der than Convolvulus, generally, with larger flowers, and are fine climbers.
Do best started
under glass, and afterwards planted in warm, sheltered situations.
They are fine for green
house decoration, baskets, etc.
Ipomcea limbata elegantissima, a beautiful variety, with large, Convolvulus-like blossoms of a rich mazarine blue, with a conspicuous white margin or belt
grandiflora superba, fine large flowers, sky-blue, with broad border of snowy white,

IPOMCEA— Continued.
pkt. cts.
Ipomcea coccinea, sonjetimes called Star Ipomoea, with small scarlet flowers; free grower
and bloomer,
6
Quamoclit, (Cypress Vine,) tender climber; flowers small but elegant and strik
ing ; foliage beautiful; mixed colors,
10
Scarlet, White, Rose, each color,
10
LOASA, Nat. Ord. Loasacetz.
Fine climbers, with very curious and beautiful flowers, bome in great abundance. The
branches are covered with stinging hairs that give pain when touched. In training the plants,
it is necessary to use gloves.
Loasa nitida, yellowish; light green leaves,
lateritia, large dark red flowers in abundance,
Herbertii, fine scarlet,
MAURANDYA, Nat. Ord. Scrophulariacea.
Graceful and free-blooming climbers, for the green-house or out-door culture, but
especially useful for baskets and other in-door decorations. Plants should be grown in the
hot-bed or green-house, and put out in the garden when the weather becomes warm. Grow
five or six feet in height. Flowers like Foxglove in form. (Engraving, p. 62.)
Maurandya Barclayana, blue and white,
15
Barclayana purpurea grandiflora, dark blue; new,
16
Barclayana, Scarlet, mauve,
15
Finest mixed,
16
PEAS, FLOWERING, (Lathyrus,) Nat.Ord. Leguminosa.
The Flowering Peas are among the most usetul and beautiful ot our hardy annuals.
Nothing can be better for cutting for boquets. For a garden hedge or screen, or little clumps,
supported by common pea sticks, exceedingly desirable. If the soil is rich, they will grow
\ six feet in height; and continue in flower all summer, if the blossoms are cut freely or the
, pods picked off as fast as they appear. The Sweet varieties are as fragrant as Mignonette,

PEAS, FLOWERING — Continued.
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and should be planted in every garden. Sow three or four inches deep, pretty thickly, as
early in spring as possible; don't wait for warm weather. Hoe up as for Common garden
peas, and furnish support early. The engravings show flowers of the natural size; also a
section of a Sweet Pea hedge. I am so desirous to encourage the general culture of this
sweet flower, that I have made the prices very low —the papers are large, and the price by
the pound and ounce about cost.
Pea, Scarlet Winged; beautiful small flowers; low, creeper,
5
Yellow Winged ; same habit as Scarlet Winged,
5
Sweet, Scarlet Invincible, a beautiful new deep scarlet variety; lb., $2; oz., 20 c., 10
Scarlet; per lb., {1.-50; per oz., 15 cents,
_
10
Scarlet, striped with White; per lb.,{1.50; per oz., 15 cents,
10
White ; per lb., $1.50; per oz., 15 cents
10
Purple, striped with White; per lb., $1.50; peroz., 15 cents,
10
Painted Lady, rose and white; per lb., $1.50; per oz., 15 cents,
10
Blue Edged, white and pink, edged with blue; per lb., $2.50; per oz., 20 cts., 10
Black, very dark, brownish purple; per lb., $2.00; per oz., 20 cents, .... 10
Black, with Light Blue, brownish purple and lightblue; lb.,$1.60; oz.,15cts., 10
All colors mixed; per lb., $1.00; per ounce, 10 cents,
6
PHASEOLUS, (Bsan,) Nat. Ord. Leguminosa.
Very useful running annuals, for making screens, etc. If the soil is deep and a little
damp, they flower the better. (Engraving, p. 63.)
Phaseolus bicolor, (Scarlet Runner,)
Painted Lady,
White Lady,

6
6
6

SCYPANTHUS, Nat. Ord. Loasacece.
Scypanthus elegans, a very pretty climber; flowers yellow, curious,
THUNBERGIA, Nat. Ord. Acanthacea.
Good half-hardy annuals in the garden; but much better for the house and conservatory,
where they flower beautifully. Of twining habit, and need support, though they do well when
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allowed to run over the bed. Succeed best if started under glass. Excellent for baskets and
all house decoration, for which they should be much more generally used in preference to
many poor weedy things entirely worthless, and others much inferior, that strangely seem to
lie received with more favor. The only objection to the Thunbergia is that it starts rather
slowly; but when it begins to run, it makes rapid growth.
Thunbergia Bakeri, pure white; very fine, . .
alata, yellow, or buff, with dark eye, . .
alata unicolor, yeliow,
aurantiaca, bright orange, with dark eye,
aurantiaca unicolor, bright orange, . .
Above mixed,
TROP JEOLUM, Nat. Ord. Tropceolacecc.
Tropaioluni ma jus is a fine climber, growing ten or twelve feet in height, comprising
several varieties, differing in the color of both flower and foliage. In some the leaves are a
bright lively green, in others very dark. The flowers are of all shades of yellow, scarlet,
striped and spotted. Seed may be planted in the open ground, or transplanted. T. Lobbianum is very desirable for the greenhouse, and will answer well for a summer climber when
started in the house. T. peregrinum is the popular Canary Flower. The Tropteolums grow
freely from cuttings, and are admirable for the house in the winter.
Tropseolum majus atropurpureum, dark ct
coccineum, scarlet,
Dunett's Orange, dark orange, .
Edward Otto, splendid bronze, silky and glittering; n
Scheuerianum, straw color, striped with brown, .
Scheuerianum coccineum, scarlet, striped, .
Schulzii, brilliant scarlet, .
luteum, yellow,
Common mixed; the green seed pods used for pickles; per o;
Tropseolum Lobbianum, Caroline Smith, spotted,
Lilli Smith, orange-scarlet,
Napoleon III, yellow, striped with vermilion
Giant of Battles, brilliant ct

1

ct

EVERLASTING FLOWERS.
The Everlasting, or Eternal Flowers, as they are sometimes called, have of late attracted a
good deal of attention in all parts of the world, and are becoming generally'cultivated. The
plants do not appear very important when the garden is gay with scores of Flora's choicest gems;
but in the winter, when you desire to decorate home, or church', or school room for Christmas or
New Year festivities, or for the celebration of ANNIE'S birthday, or CHARLIE'S return from school,
they are an invaluable treasure. These flowers lessen the regret we all feel when theseason of blos
soms is over, and we can no more walk in the garden and feast on its beauties. They retain both
form and color for years, and make excellent boquets, wreaths, and every other desirable winter
ornament. The flowers should generally be picked as soon as they expand, or a little before, and
hung up in small bunches, and so that the stems will dry straight. If the bunches are too large
they will mildew. The Gomphrenas must not be gathered until fully developed.
ACROCLINIUM, Nat. Ord. Composite.
of the best of the Everlasting Flowers; as beautiful as, and somewhat like, Rhodanthe
sii, but of stronger growth and quite hardy. Gather the flowers for drying as soon as
or even when only partially opened. Plant eight inches apart. One foot in height.

